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ACQUAINTANCES 


SA l 
Michigan, 


The fol low ing investigation was conducted by 
I On October 16 . 1973/ at Lansing, 


MAURICE HICKEY, Publisher, State Journal, 

120 East Lansing, advised he has known GERALD FORD for 
several years, having met him on a couple of occasions in 
Washington, D.c, Mr. HICKEY stated, however, that he is 
originally f rom New York and has been in the Michigan area 
only for the past two years and does not know appointee 
well enough to make any recommendations regarding his 
qualifications for appointment as Vice President. 


HAROLD C, PILDEY, Executive Editor, State Journal, 
edvised he has known of GERALD R. FORD for several years, 
but does not know him personally. He said he met appointee 
on several occasions and considers appointee to be faithful 
to the American people and has contributed much to this 
country. He has made a profession of politics and, although 
he, FILDEY, stated he did not always agree with appointee's 
political views, appointee is definitely a professional of 
high integrity and he would recommend appointee for the 
position of Vice President of the United States. 


sss 
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SA [ 


Octooer 19, 1973: 


ASSOCIATES 

The follov.7inq: investigation was conducted hy 
l at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on " 


■ , , Grand 

Rapids, Michigan, was 5n terviev/ed and stated he has knovrn 
Gerald FORD and the ford family fo r over txrenL v years. 


fa 


advised 


both socially and professionally, f 
that he would give Hr. FORD the'highest nossible 
recommendation for position of Vice President. He stated 
that in everything he does, he keens the interest of the 


United States as first priority. [ 


appointee FORD as a hardworking 

individual V7ith high morals. Q 

he has never heard of any derogatory 


] described 


resDonsive, c oranetitive 


background of appointee FORD or anj/ members^ of '"hir'family. 


] stated that 

information in the 


[ 


] went on to state that this country/ 


needs the type of individual that Mr. FORD is, nossessing'' 
skill, judgement, ability, and knov/ledge. He advised that 
in the area of civil rights, Mr. FORD is a moderate. 

indicated that he has not heard, nor is he 


aware of any psychological or physicai problems within 
the immediate FORD family. 


] advised that he has the highest 


regard for the FORD family and esnecially for Mr. GERALD 
FORD and without hesitation feels that he v/ill do an 
outstand3. ng job based on his character and loyalty to his 


countr>' . 
retired and had hppn [ 


stated that he is present Iv 


in Grand Rapias, nicnigan. 
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b7C 

The follo wing investigation V7as conducted by 
SA I I at Lake Odessa, Michigan, on October 

18, 1 $ 75 : 

DEFOREST A. SWIFT, City Councilman, Lake Odessa, 
Michigan, advised that he has been acquainted vjith GERALD 
FORD for approximate 3-7 three years. SWIFT stated that his 
acquaintanceship with Mr. FORD has been through his 
political work for the Republican Party. ' 

SWIFT advised that GERALD FORD is a man who 
believes in the Constitution of the United States and a 
man who would protect the rights of individuals under the 
Bill of Rights. 

SHIFT advised that to the best of his knov/ledge he 
has never heard any derogatory information concerning 
GERALD FORD. 

SHIFT stated that in his opinion GERALD FORD is 
an outstanding ^.erican citizen w^ho enjoys a fine refutation 
in the community of Lake Odessa. SHIFT stated that GERALD 
ford's character and morals are above reproach. 

SWIFT described GERALD FORD as an extremely competent 
and able individual and he highly recommends him for the 
position of Vice President. 


3^7 
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SA l 

Rapids , Michigan : 


SCX;iAL ACQUAINTANCES 

The following investigation was conducted by 
I on October 18, 1973, at Grand 


Company , 

residing at [ 


I 53 "t" a T* + 

» lo cated at 510 Kent Building, teleph one^ 


Michigan, teiepbone |_ 


■ Grand Rapids , 
J advised that he is 


a registered Republican and has known GERALD FORD for 
approximately 25 years on a casual social-type relationship. 
He stated that Mr . FORD has a -yearly appointment to speak 
at the Rotary Club and the Three-Hundred Dollar Club, both 
in Grand Rapids, and during these visits, he will spend 
a great deal of time with Mr. FORD. 


Ustated that he has made $2.5.00 


contributions to the political fund of the Republican 
Party for GERALD FORD on a yearly basis. He has not been 
involved with B h. FORD in any business or political 
relationship. | | has lived in the Grand Rapids 

area for the past 25 years and nothi ng unfavorab le concerning 
Mr. FORD has come to his attention. | I stated that 

socially the FORDs are held in the highest esteem and conduct 
themselves impeccably. 


stated that in his opinion Mr . FORD 
is highly i ntelligent and a completely honest individual. 

I said he would not question the loyalty of 
Mr, FORD or his family to the United States. He stated his 
overall moral structure is beyond reproach. He has observed 
no instances of discriminatory practices by Mr. FORD or 
his family. 


[ 


] advised that , to the best of his 


knowledge , all of GERALD FORD's associates are of the 
highest caliber. 


[ 


Jsaid he would recommend GERALD FORD 


very highly for the position of Vice President. 


3G8 



RA£/esJ/psn > 1 
DE 161-1355 “ 


ASSOCIATES 


The following ixvestlgation was conducted by [ 


at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 18, 1973: 


General Motors, 


Fisher Body Plant #1, 300 - 36th Street, Southeast, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, advised that he has bee n acquaint ed with Mr« GERAU? R, 


[ 


attended high school 


FC^ for approximately 45 years, 

with Mr. FORD and gre w to know him through their Joint partici- 
pation in athletics. | ~| stated that he has known Mr, 

FORD in recent years as a member of the "30-30 Club", an organi- 
zation composed of former members of the 1930 South High School 
football team. Whi ch meets ev ery year on Ibanksgiving Day. 


] serves as 


of the organization, and Mr, FORD 

serves as Vice President and as such attends the meeting as 
frequently as possible. Mr, FORD last attended the meeting 
approximately three years ago. 


I advised that even though his contacts with 
Mr. FORD have been infrequent since their high school days, 
he feels that he knows Mr. FORD well, and he holds the appointee 
in his highest esteem. | 1 believes that Mr. FORD is 

of outstanding character and integrity. Re feels that Mr. FORD'S 
morals ai^d unquestionable and he has no racial prejudices of 
any type. 

I 1 stated that he knows of nothing derogatory 

about the appointee, and he feels that Mr. FORD has all the 
qualifications necessary to se rve the Un ited States as Vice 
President. For these reasons, [ I believes that Mr, FORD 

is an excellent choice and he does not hesitate to recommend 
him highly for the position. 
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The f ollowing investicf ation was conducted at Belding, 
Michigan, by SA | 1 on October 18, 1973 : 

WILLIAM CRYSTLER, Chief of Police, was contacted and 
advised that he has been a professional associate and 
acquaintance of GERALD FORD for approximately 20 years. 

CRYSTLER stated that the one thing about GERALD FORD 
that has always stood out in his mind is the fact that GERALD 
FORD has always had time to help and listen to the people of 
his Congressional district. CRYSTLER stated that in his opinion 
GERALD FORD is an individual who takes sincere interest in the 
people of his district and does everything in his power to 
help them when they need it. 

CRYSTLER stated that GERALD FORD is a man of the 
highest character and moral standards and that GERALD FORD 
is a most loyal American citizen. CRYSTLER stated that he 
can think of no one in the area of Belding that enjoys a 
finer reputation than GERALD FORD. CRYSTLER stated that 
he knows ve:^ little about Mr. FORD ' s personal life, but 
that over his years of acquaintance with him he has never 
heard any derogatory information concerning him. 

CRYSTLER stated that GERALD FORD is an individual 
who is honest and fair with people. CRYSTLER stated that 
Mr. FORD is a man who believes strongly in the Constitution 
of the United States. 

CRYSTLER advised that in his opinion GERALD FORD is a very 
competent and able man and highly recommends him for the position of 
Vice President. 


3'?0 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA 


On October 17, 1973, STEVE KISHKORN, County Commissioner 
Kent County, Michigan, advised that he has knovm GERALD FORD 
personally for about seven years. He described the appointee 
as a very effective representative of his constituents''. He said 
Mr. ford’s character, morals, and loyalty were beyond reproach. 
KISHKORl^ stated he is unaware of any associate^ of Mr. FORD 
that could be deemed undesirable, KISHKORN stated Mr. FORD's 
position regarding civil rights, although not necessarily 
coincident virith his, was open and fair as that of any American. 
KISHKORN could provide no information regarding the appointee's 
financial interests. 


Mr. KISHKORN stated he would describe the appointee 
as the "Mr. CLEAN" of Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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DE 161" 1355 
Ri-Srflxi/akd 


opecial Agent | 
igaii, Oil October 


The following irivestigatrmi was conducted by 
I / ■ in . ,. ^ at Grand Rapids , Mich- 


I o: 


,/ ^fEPriEN DYKEHA, partner in the firm of 

bectett and Jones Attorneys, 500 Frei'’ 
-ijuij.oinig, Grana icapids, iiichigan, v;as interviewed 
regarding OERALD T:. FORD. 

. DYKEiIA advised he has knovvn Mr. FORD both 

sociai^y^and professionally for a -oeriod of 20 years. 

^ years of 1965 and 1969, he 

ul;x>viUj.'v, gwas tne city attorney for Grand Raoids, Michi- 
gan, ana as city attorney, he acted as legislative 
agent ror trie coroi-aunity of Grand Rapids. In that 
position, pYAEUi served as liaison between both local 
ana reaeral legislators and he therefore had nuraerous 
contaecs _v;itn GeRADD R. FORD concerning local orobleins. 

ilG St-St’Gd HP rl/'h t; tv ( iis -r c; rh * i tj ! 1 'it , i *■ i 


ne seated he has personally knovrn Mr. FORD throuc^h 
various xocHi. civic furict ions arid descri.bed Mr, FORD 
as a man of high ethics, high moral character, a man 
or incegrity, and a man who is known to keen his word. 

£ .. i. ^TKEMA highly recommended Mr. FORD for a position 
of trust and conridence with the United States Government, 

extremely qualified individual who 
““S tne ability to get along and to work with diverse 

community. He was highly impressed with 
ind oi TIr • FORD executes his duties 
t,s^ — * luivD is Kiiot-m as the t)'pe of individual 

wno gets tniiigs done on the local level. 

.1 , . DfKnhA advised there was no xruestlon as to 

tne loyalty of GERALD R. FORD to the United States Govern- 
1X1011 u • 




m 1C 1-13 5 5 
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The f jllov 


by SA I 

Rapids, MiGhigan; 


AG^KJAINTAKCI^ . 

lSLJ.nvestigation was conducted 
1 on October 18, 1973, at Grand 


and Doolen , incorporated 


q+rp.^:>+ r.o cruet ion Equipment, 8901 28th 


_l» ic: 

3901 


Teleford 
01 28th 


lo^At Sir 

.?«? larviXIforpeSrSepItlror''^’^ associatm, 

nr>i -i ++-^'>1 I , ] advised that he was unav/are of Mr. FORD’s 

te x-ep.eeeat ail^ 

tr,r™j rTdi'SidSf. co„ss:raiio„ 


appointed position. 


highly recomiiiended Mr, FORD for his 


373 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I I at Lake Odessa, Michigan, on October 18, 1973: 

GLENN DESGRANGES, Chief of Police, Lake Odessa, was 

contacted and advised that he has known GERALD FORD for approxi- 
mately six years. DESGBANGE8 advised that his acquaintanceship 
with Mr. FORD has come mainly through his work with the Republican 
party. DESGRANGES stated that GERALD FORD enjoys an outstanding 
reputation in the Lake Odessa area. DESGRANGES advised that 
GERALD FORD is an individual who worries about the problems of 
the common man in his congressional district, 

DESGRANGES advised that to the best of his knowledge 
GERALD FORD is an individual of outstanding character and moral 
turpitude. DESGRANGES stated that GERALD FORD is an outstanding 
American citizen and has fine associates. • 

DESGRANGES stated that to the best of his knowledge 
he has never heard of anyone accusing GERALD FORD of running a 
dirty or illegal campaign, DESGRANGES stated that GERALD FORD 
has always conducted himself in a very professional manner, 
DESGRANGES advised that GERALD FORD is a man who believes in 
the Constitution of the United States and a man who would 
protect the rights of individuals under the Bill of Rights. 

DESGRANGES advised that he would most highly recommend 
GERALD FORD for the position of Vice President of the United 
'States. . 




The following investigation was conducted 

by SA I I on October 17, 1973, at 

Lansing, Michigan: 

STANLEY J. DAVIS, Director, Bureau of Billing 
Analysis, Mutual Building, advised he was previously 
mayor of Grand Rapids, Michigan, for five terms and 
served as president protem of the House of Representatives 
for the State of Michigan for approximately four years. 

He said he has personally been acquainted with the 
appointee , GERALD R. FORD, his wife and children and 
father, GERALD R. FORD, SR., for approximately 30 years. 

DAVIS said the appointee's wife and children 
as well as his father are fine individuals and knows 
nothing that would reflect unfavorably upon them. D^VIS 
said to his knowledge the appointee's wife, ELIZABETH, 
nee Biooraer, was married prior to her marriage to appointee 
in 1948 , he knows nothing derogatory regarding 

the former marriage. He said to the best of his knowledge 
the appointee was never married prior to his marriage to 
ELIZABETH. DAVIS said that throughout his acquaintanceship 
the appointee never displayed any emotional instability 
and to the contrary, always appeared to be an extremely 
stable individual. 

DAVIS said he knows the appointee to be a fine 
individual of excellent moral character. He said to the 
best of his knowledge the appointee ' s political career is 
spotless with regard to any forms of corruption and that 
he knows of no derogatory information whatsoever conceraing 
the appointee. 

DAVIS said he is of the opinion the appointee 
is an excellent choice for the position of Vice President 
of the United States. 



h6 
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SA [ 


1973: 


The followi ng investigation was conducted by 
I at Sparta , Michigan . on October 18 , 


[ 


I 


] 


Jof Sparta Distributors (retired) , Sparta 


Avenue, advised he has known GERALD R. FORD for 20 years on 


stated Mr. FORD is a man of 


a personal basis. 

outstanding character, high ethics, a man of integrity, a man 
of his word, and a ma n who is e xtremely responsive to the needs 
of his constituents. I I stated there is nothing of an 

unfavorable nature regarding Mr. FORD 's moral character and 
described him as a wonderful family man. | | further 

advised he could provide no unfavorable information whatsoever 
regarding Mr. FORD's immediate family and described them as 
highly reputable individuals of good character. He said 
that at social gatherings Mr. FORD is always an extremely 
sober individual. 

I 1 advised that Mr . FORD has always associated 

with highly reputable individuals in the community. He said 
Mr ^ FORD is an extremely loyal person to the United States 
Government. 


] stated he knew FORD to have practiced law 


for a very brief period of time subsequent to Mr. FORD's 
separation from the United States Navy. He could not comment 
in ; depth as to Mr. FORD's qualifications as an attorney due 
to the short period of time in which Mr. FORD practiced law. 


advised he felt Mr. FORD to be absolutely 

qualified- for the position of Vice President. He stated he 
felt Mr. FORD has the know-how to handle a job as complex as 
this one and stated he is a man who is able to communicate 
witfh all diverse segments of the commtinity. | 
he did not feel Mr. FORD was a "genius"; however, he did 
feel that Mr. ford's organizational abilities made him 
eminently qualified for the appointed position. 


] stated 


[ 


] advised he is active in the local Repiihl.can 


Parity. He advised Mr. FORD would never accept any type* of 
giflt or contribution from any source in return for favors which 
he raight be able to obtain through his Gongressional office. 


376 
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] did, however, advise he had heard a few years aqo that 


Mr. FORD had accepted free airline transportation on a private 
airline of tlie Lear Seigler Company of Grand Rapids between 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Washington, D. G. 

not recall where he had heard this. 


could 


, , . I , "I brought up the subject of labor problems 

and advised he had discussed trade unionism with Mr. FORD on 
several occasions. Mr. FORD* s general feelings concerning labor 
are that it has tremendous power, and Mr. FORD felt an 
appointed committee should be set up specifically to handle 
labor problems within the United States. I ~l stated 

Mt. FORD felt that elected officials today would not 
remain in office if they incurred the displeasure of the 
large trade unions. 


. . closing, | | highly recommended FORD for a 

position of trust and confidence with the United States 
Government. • 
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ACQUAINTANCE 


^ The followi ng investigation was conducted by 

SA I l at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 

October 17, 1973: 

Mr. JOHN A. COLLINS, 726 Rosewood Avenue, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, advised he was a friend of GERALD R. FORD'S 
father and has known the appointee for 43 years. COLLINS 
Stated that he is a retired Vice President of Bissell, 
Incorporated, and had also served as Mayor of East Grand 
Rapids for 22 years (1933 to 1955) . 

Concerning Mr. FORD's character, COLLINS stated 
appointee is a man of high principles, ethics, honesty and is 
of high moral character. COLLINS said he has never heard 
appointee voice his opinions on the subject of civil rights. 

COLLINS stated that due to the short time appointee 
practiced law in Grand Rapids, he could not evaluate his 
competence as an attorney. However, COLLINS highly recommended 
appointee for high government office due to his performance as 
a congressman and due to the vast experience appointee has 
obtained as a congressman. COLLINS stated that appointee 
is a man who is known by his word and is a man who has and is 
able to accomplish many tasks for his constituehts and for 
the country as a whole. 

Mr. COLLINS commented favorably regarding appointee's 
loyalty to the country. He stated he was not in a position to 
COTunent on appointee's associates and stated that the entire 
FORD family enjoys an outstanding reputation in the community. 



■.b6 
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PERSONAL ASSOCIATE 


The followi ng investigation was conducted by 
SA I I on October 18. 1973. at Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: 

I I Old Kent 

Bank and Trust Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan, stated 
that he h as known Mr. GERALD R. FORD since high school. 

~l advised that he has also knom Mr. FORD*s 
wife since prior to her first marriage to one WILLIAM 
WARREN, r y I advised that V'JARREN and Mr. FORD' s 
wife were divorced for incompatibility and that there 
was no scandalous situation involved. 

I ~l advised that both Mr. and Mrs. FORD 

are of fine moral character, very loyal, and above 
reproach. He further described Mr. FORD as being a hard 
worker, personable, and concerned for the average citizen. 
He stated that he thought Mir ^ FORD would take a very fair 
and direct approach with a matter of civil rights. 

I I stated that he knew of no reason why 

Mr. FORD should not be approved for the position of Vice 
President of the United States. 
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Michigan : 


associate 

The follov/ing investigation v;as conducted by 
I on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 


Covaphny , 1 ] 
contacted a- 
advised tha 
basis since 
Club nieetiir 
that time, [ 
socially at 
Commerce me 
wife, ELIZA 
store in Gr 


Moni’ oe N or t to.’ es t , 
t his place of enip 
t he has knov/n Tir . 

: 19G4 v/hen he firs 
ig of which I 


various cora 
etiiigs . Acc 
.3ETI-I, v^as fa 
■and Rapids, 


d vised 
imunity 
; or ding 
shion 
Hiehig 


lllerpolstoeimer 
Grand Rapids, mchigan, was 
iloyuient at which time he 
GEFuiLD R» FORD bn a personal 
;t met Mr. FORD at a Kiwanis 
1 is a member. Since 
i that he has met v.'ith Mr . FORD 
’ functions and Chamber of 
: tol Lnr. FORD’S 

coordinator for the Herpolsheimer 
'an, prior to her marriage. 


YJitli regard to Mr. FORD’s Gualificatious, Mx . 

I advised that he regarded Mr. FORD as an individual 
Possessing the highest character and morals with a deeR ^ 

sense of loyalty toward his country. | ^ ^J. 

Mr. FORD as one who always represented the best interests — _ 
of minority groups without any racial prejudice. I J 

furthex* advised that he has never k nown ivir . FOR D to associate 
with any questionable Individuals. | , .. « 

Mr. ford’s views with regard to national and local policy have, 
always reflected an attitude and judgment which has best ^served 

the interests of the people he represents. | j^advised 

he was aware of Mr . FORD’ s legal background ; however , he was _ 
unable to provide any opinion regarding Mr. FORD s qualifications 
in that field. , 

I advised that he would recommend Mr . FORD 

to hold any position of trust with the United States 
'Government. ■ 


380 
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be 

b? 


SA I 


Michigan: 


ASSOCIATES 

The following investigation was conducted by 
1 on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 


r 


Michigan, stated he li] 


of the Grand Rapids Wood Finishing Company, 61 Grandville 
Avenue , Southeast 5 Grand Rapids His association with 

r~ l active part ini pat inn 

in the Fifth Di strict Repu blican Committee in Grand Rapids 
where he served I 1 from 1959 through 1965, * 

1 stated he has been an active member in the 

Do wntown Kiwanis Club sin ce 1943, and held the position 

Hln thT 5=! from 


^ V JL J. 

J stated he has had direct 

^ ^ 1 m * « - — . 


1953, through 1968, 

dealings With Mr* FORD through both the Republican 
Committee in the Fifth District and the Downtown Kiwanis 
Club, He stated he regards Mr, FORD as an extremely able, 
conscientious and loyal public servant. He knows of no 
unfavorable information in Mr, FORD*s background and is 
aware of no derogatory information with respect to Mr 
FORD s associates. He stated that he wholeheartedly 
endorsed the appointment of Mr, FORD as Vice-President. 
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:b7C 


PEaSdHAL ACQUAINTANCE 


SA 


October 17, 1973: 


The lollow inE investigation \ 7 as conduc ted by 
' at Grand iiapids , Michigan, on 


"I resident of I 1 

-J ^ , 4 ^ -i K o crVi o 


I Gx-and Rapids, Micnigan , advised that she ^ 
has known J kiD k, imD,’ Jk. as a social acquaintance xor 
over 20 years . 

for SoverUltaW-and she described the I'O.ID lamUy 


I lor be vei. ax J U ^ 

as the best neighbors she has ever ha 

She characterized OEkALD FORD as a man of excellent 
character and Morals and she advlaed that hie associates 

are of the highest Ccilibei • 


I I stated that she was not familiar with 

M,. Fom' i business de Uings and that she 

to'comment about hp legal rL'tlSn coh- 

rer:?„g ”rror-k.^‘'JaS°ra:iiv?t?li°lr'rh^ut any aspect of 

hVc: background. 
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The fnllnwing investigation was c ond ucted on 
October 18. 1973, by SAs I I and | 

I ~| at Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

I Gr and Rapids , 

Michigan, advised he is I I of Robinson 

Cartage Company of Grand Rapids. 

I I said he does not personally know Mr. 

FORD but has been acquainted with his record Since he is 
himself a registered Republican. He believes Mr. FORD to 
be an honorable m an in all re spects and a person who is 

beyond reproach. I I continued that he does not know 

the members of Mr. FORD' s family. He could provide no comments 
regarding methods of financin g which were used for Mr. FORD's 
previous election campaigns . 1 ~| stated that his 

company has never sought the assistance of Mr. FORD and had 
no information concerning the appointee’ s civil rights record. 
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BUSINESS AND PROFESSIOHAL GOI-l^IUNITY 

Tlie follov;ing investigation v;as conducted by 
Sa I I at Lansing, Michigan, on October 16, 1973: 

GERMjD J. MC.CARTHY, Deputy Dire{ptor - Higlway, 
Department of State IIighv;ay and Transpbrlation, State 
Higiway Building, advised ne has been with tnat department 
for 25 years in various capacities and has been in Lansing 
gpjic© I960. lie stated nis cepartrient av/arcs contracts for 
construction property, engineering and consulting services 
and sells land. Although his department receives many 
inquiries froru State and Federal legislators regarding the 
status of projects and priorities in completed projects, 
he has never been subjected to any pressures from s.ny^ 
legislator regarding av/arding contracts. This specifically 
pertains to Vice Presidential appointee GnP^iLD R. FORD, his 
office and meifibers of his family. 

As an example of the inquiries his office receives 
from legislators, MC CARTHY stated that a bridge in Lyon, 
Michigan, has been the subject of inquiries from many State 
and Federal officials including Governor MILLIKEK, Senator 
HART, and I ir. FORD. This bridge is an old, weakened steel 
bridge which has a reduced capacity and school buses are ^ 
required to stop, discharge children, cross the bridge ana 
then have the children reboard the bus for the continuation 
of the trip. Appointee FORD and other officials have inquired 
into the status of replacement of this bridge but none have 
ever attempted to pressure for particular engineering firms 
or contractors to perform services in replacement of the 
'bridge.' 

department buys real property 
for hichway use and disposes of excess or surplus property 
as well. All purchases are public and conducted through an 
appraisal system with two individual _ fee appraisers being 
u't^lLized when the value of the land is over $25,000.00. 

To his knowledge, his department has never purchased any 
land from the appointee or members of the FORD family or 
purchased any land in which the appointee may have had an 
interest. 
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Disposal of surplus real property is done through 
public auction, except for small land-locked parcels which 
are of use only to adjoining property ovTners. These parcels 
are sold through negotiation v/ith the adjoining land ovmer 
and are also open to public scrutiny. MC CARTHY reiterated 
that to his knowledge ,' no land has been sold by his departirient 
to I-ir. FORD, members of his family dr to any firm or group 
in v/hich the appointee might have an interest. 

I-ir. MC GARTH Y said he personally met Mr. FORD about 
six months ago in VJashington. Ee may have met Mr. FORD on 
previous handshaking tours by the appointee in Michigan but 
he could not recall specific dates. He doubted the appointee 
v/ould recall him by name. Mr. MC CARTIiY advised he is also 
from Grand Rapids where he v/as born and raised, and knows 
tile FORD family to have an excellent reputation in that area. 
Mr. MG CARTHY stated he is better acquainted v^ith GER?iLD FORD' 
stepbrother, TOM FORD, a former local representative from 
Grand Rapids, and currently employed by the House Fiscal 
Agency/Michigan State Legislature. He knov/s TOM FORD to 
be a patriotic American whose reputation is above reproach. 

He further stated that no information of any type has ever 
come to his attention v/hich wduld reflect unfavorably on 
the appointee or his family or would indicate Mr. FORD is 
anything other than an honest, dedicated public servant. 
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POL IT ICA L A SSOC I ATES 

The following investigation was conducted by 
3^1 |, at Ionia County, Michigan, on 

October 17 , TSTTS ^ 

Mr. J. LEE STRACHAM, 4934 Bluewater Highway, 
Ionia, Michigan, advised that he was the former Finance 
Chairman of the Ionia County Republican Party. 

Mr. STRACHAM stated that since he is 83 
vears old he could not remember specific dates or 
times concerning his tenure in office or his association 
with Mr. GERALD FORD. Mr. STRACHilM stated that ^ 
although this is the case, he does consider Mr i FORD 
to be a highly qualified individual who is deeply 
interested in the welfare of the people who he 
represents and that he would highly recommend him 
for the position of Vice-President of the United 
States . 
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ASSOCIATES 


The lollo^iai? investigation was conducted by ^ 

“ I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 18, 

1973: 

A, william EOKECKKS, Secretary, Advertising ^ 

Federation oi Grand Sap Ids, 55 Glenview, Southeast, Grand 

Ranids. Michigan, stated that he became acquainted with 
Gt'SALD FOSD, JR« through his lather, GERALD FORD, SR., back 
in the early 1920*3. iiOMECKER advised that he was a coal 
merchant as was GERALD FORD, SR. i®?0*s and^they w«e 
both aeml^rs of a Bridge Club. He advised 
contact with GERALD FORD, JR. was in the early f 

meetings of the Grand Rapids Boat and Canoe Club, which 
GERAD FORD, JR. had joined. 

HONECEER advised he has had a wimber of social 
contacts with GERALD FORD, JR., such as a Lion f Club and 
Rotary Club BMsetingS. He stated that he nas followed the 
^lltical career of Mr. FORD and considers hia 
intelligsnt and very hard working Congressman. HONECKER 
that Mr. ford’s vigor, stamina and character are recognized by 
everyone who comes in contact with him. 

HCRIECEEE Stated that he has made very small con- 
tributions to Mr. FORD’S political campaigns, but he has no 

knowledge of any irregular campaign activities. 

HOHECKER stated he would highly recommend Mr. TOBD 
for the position of Vice President of the Bnited States. 
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m lGl-1355 
UGS:cp:ald - 1 


1973 


ASSOCIATE 

The fallowing investigation v/as condiicted by 

|at Gi'and Rapids, Michigan, on Octobcx' 17, 


, Grand Rapids, achi-ised he has known Mr. GERALD FOR] 
since 194S when both were employed by the same law firm. 

He explained that Mr. FORD was elected to Congress in 1948. 


many friends 
Ke stated Mr. 


I described Mr. FORD as an affable man with 
and one of the most honest men he has ever known, 


FORD' 


is irapeccable 


and Mr. FORD is 
advised that he 


without question a loyal American citizen. he advisee tnatne 
v/ould, v;ithout any reservation, recommend him for the position 
of Vice President of the United States Government. 

I emphasized that he knew of no indiscretions 
or wrong doings that Hr. FORD had ever been party to and reiterated 
that Mr. FORD v/as one of the most honest men he has ever know'n. 


I 
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FRIENP AND POLITICAL SUPPORTER 

The following investigation was condu cted at Grand 
Rapids , Michigan , by SA I ~l on October 17 , 

1973: 


[ 


Rapids r Michigan, telephone number t 


I Grand 
J was contacted at 


her residence where she furnished the following information; 


[advised that she has lived in the Grand Rapids 
area for approximately seven years and ever since moving to the 
area, has been active in the Repu blican Party of Ken t Co^ty, 


Michigan, In 1967, she served as[ 


of this 


organization. Through this organization, she has had both a 
political and social relationship with Mr, and Mrs. FORD as 
well as Mr. and Mrs. THOMAS FORD, and Mr. and Mrs. JAMES FORD, 
I pointed out that the appointee has been in her home 
on a numoer of occasions. 


[advised that the appointee had excellent 
character and that he is a fine family man with compassion for 
people of Michigan's 5th Congressional District, She further 
advised that he is a very loyal person who is extremely devoted 
to his country. His associates without exception are above 
reproach. 

[ Istated that the appointee is a very fair 

person. He deals with all persons justly, regardless of their 
race, color, or creed. 

[ [stated that she knows of absolutely no 

derogatory information regarding either the appointee or 
members of his family. On a number of occasions, she has 
overheard members of the Democratic Party comment on the ^ 

appointee ' s high character . Although members of the Democratic 
Party luay not agree with the appointee, all agree that he has 
the highest quality of character. 

I ~[ advised that she would fully endorse the 

appointee especially on terms of honesty and integrity and it is 
her personal feeling that President Nixon could not have made 
a better selection for the high office of Vice President of 
the United States, 
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SA 
1973: 


The followin g investigation was conducted by 

I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 17, 


I 1. East Grand Rapids. Michigan, telephone I I 

advised that he is a close friend of Congressman FORD and 
has known him all of his life. 

I stated that Mr. FORD is a man who he regards 
as having the highest degree of integrity, character, loyalty 
and morals. He stated that a combination of FORD|s background, 
experience and ability makes him an excellent choice for the 
office of Vice President of the United States. 

I 1 stated that Mr. FORD is well liked by the 

Grand Rapids community and is considered a hardworker. 

I ~l advised that Mr. FORD has never discussed 

with him personally his views on Civil Rights or other matters 
of political interest. 

I I was unable to provide any derogatory infor- 

mation concerning Mr. FORD. 
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PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATE 


T he following investigation was conducted by SA l 

I at Grand Rapids » Michigan, on October 17, 1973: 

I I Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, was inteirviewed and advised as follows: 

I I has known GERALD FORD sinc e 1941 when both 
worked as attorneys in the same building* I I explained 

their relationship grew as they worked together as fellow 
Republicans* 

I I described Mr* FORD as a man whose reputation is 

beyond reproach. He described Mr. FORD as a man who has the 
personality to make many friends. He further stated that Mr* 
FORD is one of the most honest men he has ever known, not only 
as an attorney but as an individual* He stated not even his 
political opponents attack his integrity or honesty* 

I I described Mr* FORD's loyalty toward the United 
States as "old fashioned" type of loyalty, wherein he staunchly 
stands by the U nited S tates and the President in the face of 
any criticism. I I advised that Mr* FORD has been a very 

able Congressman and stated Mr* FORD is quite capable to serve 
as Vice President* 

I I knew of no indiscretions in the personal life 
or pplitical life of Mr* FORD* 
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POLITICAL ASSOCIATE 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 17, 1973: 


Michigan, advxseti that his association with GERALD 

in 1961 first met Mr. FORD 

him perso nally four or five times 
since then. Mr. FORD is described by | l as a person of out- 
standing character and his reputation in the Grand Rapids area 
IS of the highest order. He advised that Mr. FORD is a loyal 
^erican and that his friends and associates are all loyal, 
dedicated Americans. 


that he thinks Mr. FORD would make an 
outstanding Vice President and that, in all the years Mr. FORD 
has been a representative in the Grand Rapids district* he has 
position^'^ heard of him taking advantage of his political 
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SOCIAI. ACQUAINTANCES 

The following investigation was conducted by 

SA I I on October 18, 1973, at Grand 

Rapids, Michigan j 

lilr. MINOR D, DUTCHER, President of Minor Realty 
located at 1940 Eastern Street, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
residing at 537 Ardmore, S.E., Grand Rapids, telephone num- 
ber 616-243-5411, date of birth May 15, 1897, place of birth 
Caledonia, Michigan, was interviewed concerning his past and 
present associations with GERALD FORD, DUTCHER stated that 
he has known GERALD FORD for approximately 25 years on a 
casual social basis. 

Mr. DUTCHER, being advanced in years, stated that 
he was a much closer friend to GERALD FORD, SR,, and through 
various social functions and general impressions presented 
by the FORD *s family, Mr. DUTCHER had the highest regards 
for the GERALD FORD family in every respect. Mr. DUTCHER 
stated he has visited GERALD FORD on a few occasions in 
Washington, D.C, which were for a purely social function 
and, to the best of his knowledge, he has had no business 
or political contacts with the FORD political organizations 
outside of several small contributions amounting to approx- 
imately $25.00 apiece, 

Mr. DUTCHER characterized GERALD FORD as an individual 
who possessed the admiration of the majority of the citizens 
in the Grand Rapids area and that over the years of close 
scrutiny by the populace of Grand Rapids, he was unable to 
provide any derogatory information regarding the character 
of GERALD FORD. iir. DOTCKER stated that GERAU) FORD'S 
loyalty to the United States is untouchable, and that he has 
impeccable roora,l3» and that he was not able to recall any 
of GERALD FORD'S associates that would be of questionable 
reputation. Mr. DUTCHER highly recommended GERALD FORD for 
the job of Vice President, 
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ACQUAINTANCE 


The following investigation was conducted by 

SAL Ion October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 

c- • ICrand Rapids 

Senior Citizen Program, 815 Grandville, advised she 
has knovm of the appointee and his work for the past 
29 However, she has only been actively associated 

with his work since 1968. 

I . ■ j advised that the appointee has done 
everything within his means for the poor and unfortunate 
people of this country. She feels he is receptive 
to the needs of all. 


She advised that the appointee is a clean-cut, 
honest, hardworking politician who has not forgotten 
the little man. She advised that in this respect she 
elieves that black people, especially in this community, 
have received a fair share from him. 


1 , n ^She concluded by stating that the appointee 
all of the qualities to make a great Vice President 
for this nation. 
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POLITICAL ASSOCIATE 

The following investigation was conducted by ^ 
SA I I on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 


Grand Rapids Junior College, advised that he was acquainted 
with GERALD FORD since they both graduated from South High 
School, however, he was not socially acquainted with Mr. FORD 
during that period of time. 


I I stated that as a member of I I 

I at the Jun ior College, he is xn terested 
in pnlitics and Is awa re tiiat the I ~| lack 

practical experience. I 1 stated that after expressing 
this fact to Mr. FORD, he was surprised, but very honored, 
that Mr. FORD gave him a position durin g the summer of 1973 
as a member of his s taff v/o rking in the | ~~ 

in Washington, D.C. I [ stated that this v/as just one ot 

the many e xamples of Mr. FORD's co ncern to improve th e 

I role and ability in the r [ area. 

I stated that he held a staff position in Washington , 

D.C., for two months fr om the end of May to the end of July, 
1973 . During this time I I advised that he bec^e 

tremendously aware of Mr. FOPJ?’s overwhelming hard work and 
dedication to the United States and its citizens and the 
civil rights of all citizens. 


He stated that Mr. FORD was of the highest character, 
morals and integrity and possessed the qualities of leadership. 
He advised that Mr. FORD's office in Washington receives _ 
approximately 200 letters a day dealing with various problems 
and requests from individuals throughout the United States. 

He stated that there were never any questions as to whether 
these letters were from Republicans or Democrats and that an ^ 
honest attempt was always made to help in any way possible with 
their problems. Politics never entered the picture. He stated 
that during his period in Washington he met both Mr.^FORD s^ 
wife cind son and described the appointee's family life as ideal. 
He stated that he felt honored to have served Mr. FORD^and 
that he would most definitely recommend Mr. FORD for the 
position of Vice President, 


r I advised that during his stay in Washington, D.C, 
he attended numerous functions where alcoholic beverages were 
served. He stated that although Mr. and Mrs. FORD would 
occasionally drink alcoholic beverages, he at no time observed 
either Mr. or Mrs. FORD in an intoxicated state nor was he 
ever aware of their over-indulging in alcoholic beverages. 
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The following investigation \vas conducted by SA|I 
at Lansing , Michigan , on October 17 , 1973 : 


ASSOCIATE 


[ 


Michigan 


Pvailroads Association, Lansing, Michigan, advised that he has_ 
knox^jn the appointee since September, 1931, when both were members 
of the University of Michigan (UM) freshmen football team, 

I I advised that they were also members of the varsity 

football squad at UJ4 during 1932, 1933 and 1934, 


advised that he has not been in close persona V contact vjj th the 


rppointee since they graduated f rom college 
that during 1967, when he became 


advised 


Michigan Railroad Association, which is a lobby for the Mien ig an 
Railroads, he again became acquainted with GEP.ALD Pv, FORD, 

advised that he has never knovjn of any derogatory 
information Concerning the appointee and nas never heard anyone 
mention any such comraents, I | advised that the appointee 

has an excellent reputation in the State and has outstanding 
leadership ability. I ~| advised that the appointee was 

the best selection for the position of Vice President and that 
his honesty and integrity are above reproach. 


1 
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ACQUAINTANCE 


The 

f cllowing investigation was conducted by 


SA| 




I L Ada, Michigan, advised she has known frlr . FO-ID for 
approKiraately 15-lS years , during which time she served as 

| of the 5th District Republican Party 
Committee, She advised all her impressions of ufr . FORD are 
favorable, including his character, morals, associates, and 
loyalty to the United States of America. She advised she 
has no personal knovrledge oi his views on civil rights, 
other than those views found in printed political material. 
She further stated she highly x-ecommends riL- . FORD for 
appointment to the Vice Presidency of the United States. 
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SA 

October 17, 1973: 


The following investigation was conducted by 
I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 


Mr. ANDREW DE KRAKER, Commissioner, 6th 
District, Kent County, Michigan, Board of Commissioners, 
advised that he has kno^im GERALD R. FORD, JR. since 
1950, both socially and professionally. He stated he 
considers Mr. FORD a good friend and describes Mr. 

FORD as a competent, cordial individual possessing 
’’the conmon touch*'. By this he indicated he meant 
Mr. ford's background is "in the grass roots of the 
Grand Rapids area". He stated Mr. FORD represents 
the establishment in his conservative outlook and 
approach. He further stated that this conservative 
approach does not represent mediocrity, but that Mr. 
FORD is an example of professionalism. 


Mr. DE KRAKER stated that there is nothing 
derogate^ in the background of Mr. FORD or his family 
that he is av;are of. He further indicated that he would 
highly recommend "this favorite son of Grand Rapids" for 
any position that he is aspiring to. 


Mr. DE KRAKER stated that one of the outstanding 
characters possessed by FORD is his responsiveness to his 
constituency. 

In conclusion, he stated that based on Mr. FORD' 
character, loyalty and associates, he would give him the 
highest possible recommendation. 
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ASSOCIATE 


SA 


The following investigation was conducted by 
I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 


October 18, 1973; 


General CECIL LEE Sir€40NS, retired Army General 
and Traffic Engineer of the City of Grand Rapids, 300 Monroe 
Street, N.W. , business telephone 456-3066, stated he has known 
GERALD R. FORD both socially and professionally for 40 years. 
He stated he is a good friend of the FORD family. He said 
Mr. FORD is a straightforward man of excellent character whose 
integrity and honesty are above reproach and whose loyalty is 
unquestionable. 

General SIMMONS stated he is aware of no derogatory 
information regarding Mr. FORD and advised that' Mr. FORD will 
make a great Vice President. 
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ASSOCIATE 


Agent |_ 


The following inve stigation was conducted by Special 

at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 


October 18, 19731 


advised that 

J GERALD FORD'S 1970-1972 Congressional 

Campaign for a committee called Latvians for GERALD FORD. This 
organization ^ I added, was not actively involved in 

ford's campaign, blit the committee was mainly used to channelize 
campaign funds that were donated from the Latvian Committee in 
Grand Rapids, into GEilALD FORD's re-election campaign. 


I I stated that the Latvian association of 

Grand Rapids was a parent organization of Latvians for GERALD 
FORD# He stated that the association, with an overall membership 
of about 1,300, v;as not involved in the re-election campaign, 
but that individuals that wished to donate money toward Mr, 
ford's re-election would channelize their funds through the 
Latvians for GERALD FORD. 

I I stated that the amount of money that was 

turned over to the GERALD F0R.D re-election committee was 
registered at the Kent County Clerk's Office in compliance with 
existing laws in those years. He said that he was vinaware of 
any mix-up, confusion, or allegations, of misuse of these fmds. 

~| continued that he first met Mr. F0R.D in 
1956 when Mr. FORD was a speaker at one of the Latvian Association 
meetings. He was very impressed by GERALD FORD at this time and 
has spoken with him personally several times since concerning 
the particular problems that the Latvians have encountered in the 
Grand Rapids area. He stated that Mr. FORD has always been very 
friendly with the association, and feels that he is very 
responsive to the problems of all minorities. 
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. . . He added that Mr. FOPv.D is a very honest and truthful 

individual and that if he is unable to accoraplish a requested 
task, he will specifically state that he is unable to do so 
aM give his reasons why. For this reason, Mr. FORD is very 
highly thought of in Grand Rapids, 


_ . I—— 1 continued by stating that he believes Mr. ■= 

lO.vD IS perhaps one of the most patriotic and loyal citizens 
he knows of, and stated that President NIXON has made an 
extremely good choice in selecting Mr, FORD to be Vice President, 
He highly recommends Mr. FORD for this position and added that 
he IS intensely proud to have an individual from Western Mi chi can 
on the President's staff. ° 
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ASSOCIATES 


The following: 

SA I 

October 17, 1973: 


investigation was conducted by 
, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 


Grand naplds, advised that he is I I ot tne 

Latvian Association of Grand Rapids and has been active 
in this capacity during the last six years, I I 

stated that he has only slightly known GERALD FORD, but that 
he has had dealings with him and his office over the years 
through the Latvian Association, 


I stated that the Latvian Association 
is a cultural, social, and ethnic organization in Grand 
Rapids, which provides a social outlet for the citizens, 
approximately 1300 residents, of Latvian descent. He 
stated that his association stays out of the direct line 
of politics, but added that he, in the past, has had 
GERAID FORD speak to the association about general matters, 
Continued by stating that he believes 
President NIXON has made a wise choice in choosing GERALD 
FORD to be his Vice-President, 

He described Mr, FORD as being a very unselfish 
individual, a loyal American, and an e xtremely har d worker 
for all projects he undertakes. It is | 1 belief 

that the entire Latvian community in Grand Rapids fully 
supports GERALD FORD for the position of Vice-President, 
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The followin g investigation was conducted by 
SA I I : 

ACQUAINTANCES 


to October 17, 1973, I 

I Spartan Oil Corpo ration. 419 Sp ring. Lansing. 

Michigan, and who resides at I I Lansing, advised 

that he has only met the appointee GERALD R. FORD on a 
couple occasions, both times at a Republican Party function. 

I advised that appointee is dedicated, honest, and 
well- liked, even among political opponents. | 1 advised 

that he is not aware of any derogatory information concerning the 
appointee. 

On October 17, 1973, |~ 

Wolverine Commercial Development Corporation, 41/ Spring, 

Lansing, Michigan, advised that he attended. a Republican 
Party dinner in Washington, D. C. , on May 23, 1973, at 
which time he met the appointee. The dinner was in honor 
of Congressman, CHARLES CHAMBERLAIN. 

I ~l advised that appointee is extremely loyal 

to the United States and to the party. 

I ~l advised that he is not aware of any 

psychiatric consultations referred to in the press, 

I 1 advised that he is extremely impressed with 

the appointee and believes he would make an outstanding Vice 
President. 

to Oct ober 17, 1973, 

I ~|, Demmer Corporation, 3525 Capitol City 

Boulevard, Lansing, Michigan, 48906, advised that he makes an 
annual trip to Was hington. D. C., for business briefings by 
national leaders. I s tated that he has met a ppointee 

and only knows him through these casual meetings. | 1 

finds appointee’s character, loyalty, and i ntegrity , to be 
unquestionable. Nothing derogatory known. | [ advised 

that he knows no one who would speak unfavorably or appointee. 
Appointee displays leadership quality and dedication. 
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I I stated that he is not aware of any psychiatric 

consultations taken by appointee as referred to in the press. 


On October 17. 1973. f 

I , Demmer Corporation, 3525 Capitol City Boulevard, 
Lansing, Michigan, 48906, advised that he first met appointee 
at a sp eech he gave at the University of Michigan. I I 

I l advised that he makes the annual trip to Washington, D. C. 

and has met appointee at business briefings by national leaders. 
He advised that he can think of no one who would speak un- 
favorably of appointee. He stated that appointee is loyal to 
his party, the United States, and business. 
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The followin g investigation v/as conducted by 

SA I I 


ACQUAINTMCE 

On October 17, 1973, I 1 

I i 1200 Bank of Lansing Building, Lansing, Michigan, 

advised that he has been a close friend of appointee 
GERALD R. FORD since childhood when their families resided 
in Grand Rapids. 

I 1 advised tliat the appointee and he v;ere 

members of the Delta Kappa Epsilon fraternity while 
attending the University of Michigan and that later the 
appointee was a partner in the law firm, Law, Buchen, 
V/eatliers, Richardson and Dutcher, 740 Old Kent Boulevard, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

He said that he is acquainted with Mr. FORD's 
wife, BETTY, and knows that she had been married 
prior to marrying appointee. He said that he has never 
knovm appointee to have been married prior to his 
current marriage. 

I 1 related tliat he has always heard that the 

appointee has enjoyed the respect of his political 
opponents in Congress and that he knows Mr. FORD's 
cliaracter, loyalty and integrity to be above reproach 
and that he recommends him v;ithout reservation for the 
office of Vice President of the United States. 


40S 
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PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCE 

The followi ng investigation was conducted by 
l et Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 

October 17, 1973: 


ABE L, DRASIN, 


1 Grand 


Rapids, advised that for the last two and one-half years, 
he has been a City Commissioner for the City of Grand 
Rapids, with no particular political affiliation. He 
advised that he has known GERALD R, FORD, on a personal 
basis all his life and regards him as a "super excellent" 
Representative of the Fifth District. 


be 
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DR^iSIN advised that he has a fetish about integrity 
in politics and business and said he regards the integrity 
of Mr. FORD as being beyond reproach. He also advised that 
although he is not well acquainted with fdr. FORD's wife or 
her family, he knows of nothing derogatory in the entire 
FORD family background. 


He said he feels that Mr. FORD is very capable of 
handling the position of Vice President or even President of 
the United States and would have no reservations about 
recommending him for a position of trust with the United 
States Government. 
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ASSOCIATES 


The followitip, inve st igation was conducted by 
Special Aceut I 1 at Graad Kapids,- fiicriigara, on 

October IS, 1973; 


Mr. J7.CK OTTE, President, Greater Grand Kapids 
Chaiaber of Cou'iraerce and President, /inierican Laundry Com- 
'oany, 145 norriinnsite, SE, Grand uapids, auviseo tnat he 
ho-S been a close, nersonail menu or iir. loi'-iJ s tor over 


40 3''ears. 


he advised that he visits witli Ijr. B'OllD many 


times every yo-ex in 


ills due.! 

Gre. 3 .ter Grand Rapids Cliaiiiber oi: 
tor of the ihuerican i;ed Gross, 
makes it a point to visit 
andria, Virgltiia, when he 


capacity as i'resicent or one 
Commerce and as the Direc- 
He advised tliat lie always 
iirs. FORD at 'her home in /-.lex- 
is in v/asliington. Hr. OTTE 


inc nroblera 

of any kind, althoualil I 


1 1 

Mr. OTTE advised tnat he RriOvvs t/ie ramj.iy 

0, includi'ug her ex-husband of San Francisco, 

of Mrs. FOR 


reputation. 


i ir • 


OTTE 


£>dvised that Mr. FORD's character is 
v^ithout equctl, very unirapeachable and he he.s an excellent 
reputation in this conimunity. He advised tnat Hr. FORD 
drinks in moderation and has a high sense of moral res- 
ponsibility. Hr. OTTE advised that Mr. FORD has a strong 
sense of loyalty to the United States and to his con- 
stituents and even though he socializes infrequently, his 
associates are outstanding, reputable people. 


Mr. OTTE- advised that he could not comment on Mr. 
ford’s ability, as an attorney, because he practiced law for 
sucii a short time. He also advised that he has never heard 
Mr. FORD express his views on civil rights. 

Mr. OTTE advised that even though he is a Republican 
fwid raiser and strongly supports the ^Republican Party, he 
thought that both Democrats and Republicans will ratily tow^ard 
the support of Mr, FORD. He advised that he personally 
thought Mr. FORD will make an excellent Vice President. 
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Mr. OTTE concluded by saying that he knov/s of 
nothing in Mr. FORD* s background tliat would ever, in any 
v;ay, embarrass the President of the United States. 
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ACQUAINTANCE 


The following investigation was conducted on 
Oc tober 17. 1973. at Gr and Rapids, Michigan, by 
SA 


I ~| [ Gordon 

Bruce Real ty Company , lllC Waters Building , Grand Rapids, 
Michiga n, advised that he has known GERALD R. FORD for 15 
vears. \ |also advised that he politically opposes 

fe. FORD because Mr. FORD is a rubber stamp image of 
President NIXON. 


I ~| stated, hov/ever, that he has never met 

an individual who fights a cleaner political campaign. 

[stated that Mr. FOPvD's character, loyalty, and moral 
are beyond reproach and if they were not, Mr. FORD would 
have lost the election to his Congressional seat many years 
ago. I [did state that Mr. FORD has on one or two 

occasions in the past ten years brought up issues in 
Grand Rapids which he opposed, but Mr. FORD believed in 
these issues and fought hard on all issues. His conduct 
during his campaigns was above reproach. 



4C9 



b6 

:b7C 


DE 161-1355 
WAT/cel - 1 


ACQUAINTANCE 

The following; investigation was conducted at Grand 


Rapids, Michigan, by SA [ 


on October 18, 1973: 


[ 


stated 

that he has known Mr. FORD since the eighth grade at South 
High School, where they attended high school together. In 
addition, every Thanksgiving Day, Mr. FORD and other members 
of the 30-30 Club (an organization comprised of the 30-member 
football team from South High School who were the state 
champions in 1930), meet regularly. He described Mr. FORD's 
character as "tops" and added that Mr. FORD was well liked 
throughout high school, was a goo d leader a nd good athlete. 

He had a very good reputation and | 
any questionable associate s of Mr. FORD, 
is excellent and I 


could not recall 
Mr.- ford's loyalty 
stated he would certainly recommend 
Mr. ford for a position of trust and responsibility with the 
Federal Government. 


I I said he knew BETTY BLOOMER as she also 

attended South High School at the same time. Since he has known 
Mr. FORD and BLOOMER, he has heard nothing derogatory concerning 
either. 


[ 


] recalled that BETTY BLOOMER and GERALD FORD 


dated continually throughout high school a nd that FO RD married 
her sometime after high school. As far as [ 


could 


remember, neither had been previously married. 


1 is not familiar with FORD's views on civil 
]is not familiar with any of FORD's political 


rights. , , _ ^ 

views. He has no knowledge of FORD's financial status or 
campaign contributions. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I I on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan; 

GERALD E. MUTE was interviewed at the office of 
white, smitter, simmerman and waiters. Attorneys and coun- 
selors, 475 prey Building, union Bank plaza. Grand Rapids, 
Michig an. 49502. telephone number (616 ) 459-3418, home ad- 
dress I I Grand Rapids, tele- 
phone number ] | . VIHITS stated that he first met 

congressman FORD in 1946. Mr. ford's law office was located 
in the Michigan Trust Building. VTHITE occupied an office in 
1946 on the same floor as that of Mr. FORD and his partner. 
WHITE was the president of the Grand Rapids, chamber of 
commerce in 1956 and 1957. His contacts with congressman 
FORD took place primarily in Washington, D.C., during the 
late fifties and early sixties. 

I'^HITE inet with Mr. FORD on an annual basis in 
his Capitol Hill office in Washington, d.C. These meetings 
for the most part concerned matters of national affairs and 
matters of local interest to the Grand Rapids chamber of 
commerce. iffliTE advised that through his long association 
with congressman FORD he feels qualified to comment as to 
congressman FORD'S character, his loyalty, and his integrity. 
WHITE advised that congressman FORD is a public official of 
the highest stature and one of high moral principles. 

H© advised further that congressman FORD has 
attended to his affairs as congressman from the 5th 
District of Michigan with a high degree of integrity and 
dedication. ^thITE advised that he does not know of any 
derogatory information regarding congressman FORD. vmiTE 
is unfamiliar with congressman ford's financial back- 
ground. 
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ACQUAINTANCE 

The following Investigation was conducted by SA 
Ion October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, Michigan; 


I I Grand 

Rapids , Michigan, advised that she is a close personal friend 
of Mr. and Mrs. FORD. She advised that she has known Mr. 

FORD for approximately 40 years and Mrs . FORD for approximately 
42 years. 


I I advised that Mr. FORD is of the highest 

character, a loyal citizen, and associates with people and 
organizations with the highest reputations. 

I I advised that she considers Mr. FORD to 

have been an excellent attorney and thinks that he will make 
an outstanding Vice President. | | advised that when she 

associates with Mr. FORD he never discusses politics. 

I concluded by saying that she considers Mr. 
FORD to be a gentleman of the highest degree. 
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ACQUAINTANCE 

Mr. RICHARD W. YOUNG, General Manager, Dehler- Young 
Wholesalers, 342 Market Street, SU, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
advised that he has knov-m Mr, FORD quite well since 1954. He 
advised that he saw Mr, FORD frequently in 1972 in the capacity 
of President of the Greater Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce. 
Mr. YOUNG advised that his character is outstanding and he 
a reputation as one of the most honest men in He advised 

that Mr. FORD's loyalty to the United States and to his con- 
stituents is one of his most outstanding traits. He advised 
that he associates with individuals and organizations of the 
highest reputations. 

Mr, YOUNG advised that he considered him a "down 
to earth" type attorney and always willing to help anyone, 

Mr, YOUNG concluded by saying that he thought Mr, 

FORD was an excellent choice for Vice President. 

The above investigation was conducted by SA | | 

I I on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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^ The follow ing: investigation was conducted by 

SAI I at Portland, Michigan, on October 18, 

1973: 

I 1 Barley - 

Earhart Company, 233 Divine Highv;ay, Portland, Michigan, 
advised that he has knovm GEHALD R. FORD personall}?^ for 
18 years and considers him to be one of the most honest 
and scrupulous men he has ever knovjn. He observed that 
Mr. FORD^s morals are completely above reproach and he 
is an extremely conscientious individual. 

He stated that Mr. FORD is a highly dedicated, 
loyal American who works very hard for the citizenry of 
the United States. He further advised that Mr. FORD 
believes strongly in equal rights for all Americans and he 
stands firmly on his principles. . 

I I said he could furnish little information 

concerning Mr . FORD ' s qualifications as an attorney or his 
financial background due to limited knowledge in these areas. 
He stated he knew nothing of a derogatory nature concerning 
Mr. FORD and would recommend him without reservations for 
the position of Vice-President of the United States. 
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PERSONAL ACQUAINTANCES 

I The following investigation was conducted by SA 

at (k*and Rapids, Michigan, on October 19, 1973: 


I , Grand Rapids , 

advised that he has kno wn Congressman GERALD R, FORD, 

_ ^ f I I ^ ^ -- . 


since 1928. | I played high school football with 

Jir, FORD and considers i'fr, FORD a close personal friend. 

He has maintained personal contact with Mr. FORD and he 
felt that his character, reputation, morals and associates 
are excellent. He considers Mr. FORD to be a loyal 
patriotic citizen and he would recommend Mr. FORD for any 
position of responsibility in the United States Government. 


I stated that Mr, FORD is very open minded 

on all issues and he feels that Mr. FORD always attempts to 
get the views of both sides of an issue. He feels that 
Mr. FORD would go out of his way to help anyone if he could, 
including members of the opposite political party as well as 
members of his own party, I ~| is no t familiar with 

Mr. ford’s qualifications as an attorney. | I knows of 

nothing derogatory regarding any member of Mr; FORD’s family. 


About election time in 1968, there was an article 
in the Detroit and Grand Rapids newspapers regarding 
approximately $11,000.00 which R fr. FORD si gned over to the 
Republican Campaign Committee. I I wrote Mr. FORD 

a lette r requestin g an explanation of this transaction 
because I I has always defended Mr . FORD's activities. 

Mr, FORD answered the letter and explained that he had signed 
the money over to the Republican Campaign Committe e because 
his own campaign was already adequately financed. | | 

stated that he had no reason to question the truth of the 
explanation and has never heard anything which would raise 
any doubts in his mind as to the explanation. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I 1 on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 

I I, Belmont, ^ 

Michigan, telephone I I advised he is a I I 

from the M utual Benefit Life Insurance Company in New Jersey . 


of Grand Rapids. I I is a I | Mason and has held 

this title since 1959. He is act ive in th e Grand Lodge of 
Masons in the State of Michigan. | ~| first met Mr. 

GERALD R. FORD in 1945. His associations wi th Mr. FO RD since 
that time have been through activities which I 1 organized 

through his Masonic activities, 

I ~| stated he has known Mr. FORD, in addition, 

through his membership in the Downtown Kiwanis C lub of 

Grand Rapids, where I ~ I held the position of | | 

in 1966. I I described Mr. FORD as a dedicated and 

loyal American, He stated he has no knowledge of any derogatory 
information regarding Mr. FORD’s background, morals or 
associates. I [ stated Mr. FORD has performed as a 

Congressman from the Fifth District of Michigan with the 
highest degree of honesty and integrity. 

I ~| stated he considered Mr. FORD as an 

excellent appointee for the office of Vice President, 
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The following investigation was conducted 

by SA I I on October 18, 1973, at Grand 

Rapids, Michigan; 


"I tele phone niimber l 


Grand RapiciS, | 

was interviewed and stated he is | " 

Metcalf Funera l Home, 9 33 Cherry Street, Southeast, 
Grand Rapids. | I advised that his company 

has furnished home services to the Ford family since 
1948, 


I [stated that he is not in a position 

to corment specifically on Mr. FORD as his relationship 
with him has been primarily with the FORD family. He 
advised, however, that all members of the FORD family 
are prominent members of the community, and he knows 
of no derogatory information concerning Mr. FORD or 
his f^ily. He stated in conclusion, Mr. FORD is an 
excellent choice for the office of Vice President. 
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The follo wing Investigation was conducted by 
SA I l at Greenville, Michigan, on October 
18, ld73: 


I I Insurance and Real 

Estate Company, was contacted and advised that he first 
met appointee approximately 45 years ago when the y were 
playing high school football against each other, 1 1 

stated that the next time he saw appointee was when the 
two of them attended the University of Michigan in 1932, 

I j stated that to his knowledge, throughout appointee*s 

college days, h e always conducted himself in a very amiable 
manner, | I stated that appointee, while in college, had 

all the characteristics of the all-American kid, 

I I stated that through the years, he has 
never heard of any derogatory information concerning 
appointee and that in his opinion, appointee is an 
indivi dual of the highest character and reputation, 

I I stated that appointee is a l oyal Am erican citizen 
and is of the highest associates, I I stated that 

he does not know very much about appointee’s personal 
or political life, but that he is sure that appointee 
has always and always will conduct himself in a very 
professional manner, 

I I stated that from what he knows of 
appointee, he would most definitely recommend him for 
a position of trust and responsibility. 
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_The following investigation 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan, 


was conducted by SA|^ 
on October 16, 1973: 


Rapids Urban League, /45 Eastern, SE, Grand Rapids, telephone 
number | L advised he has knox*m appointee since 1947. 

I ladvised that he has always gotten along well with 

appointee and that ^appointee ha s been of assist/^ncip whenever 
he has contacted him for help. I I advised that he 

knows nothing derogatory concerning appointee’s stand on 
J^ivil rights, he has never had the occ asion to p ut appointee 
on the spot regarding racial issueso advised he 

knows nothing derogatory concerning appointee v/hich would 
prohibit him from assuming the high office for which he is beine 
considered. ® 
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by SA I 
Michigan: 


The follQ^^ng investigation was conducted 

on October 17, 1973, at Portland, 


LMRY WERNETTE, City Manager, Portland, Ionia 
Michigan, advised he has known appointee, GERALD R. 
LORD, for approximately seven years. His association 
has been strictly business and/or political. He never 
associated with him socially, Mr, WERNETTE stated he has 
never known a finer man to represent the State of Michigan 
in the United States House of Representatives, Mr, FORD's 
loyalty is unquestionable as well as his associates. His 
moral attitude is excellent and Mr, WERNETTE is unaware 
of any financial transactions of Mr, FORD’s which are 
questionable or could be embarrassing* 

of <-^^1 WERNETTE is not acquainted with any members 

of appointee s family, although he did meet his wife 
very briefly at a political function a number of years ago, 

. Mr. FORD was very helpful to the City of Portland 
approximately 1% years ago, when the city sold bonds to 

hondTL^ disposal system. The interest on these 

increase in sewage disposal 

rates. The price freeze came into existence about the same 
prevented the city from raising the sewage rates. 

Mr. FORp_was contacted by the city leaders and he was 
eventually successful in Portland being allowed to raise 
Its sewage disposal rates in order to pay the bond interest. 

f-v, ^®J^WETTE highly recommended appointee to 

the position of Vice President and feels he will serve the 
American public in an outstanding manner. 

T> 4-1 j BARLEY, Ionia County Chairman of the GOP, 

loM^since^l96f^’^’Hf^m^?®^ he has known appointee, GERALD R. 
A r rSt pv^^ u* appointee through his father, 

JARLEY, who was Mayor of Portland from 1965 to 1969. 

LARRY BMLEY was in the United States Navy at the time and wa 5 

Ssista^op in obtaining a discharge and sought appointee's 
assistance. He advised he was unsuccessful in getting his 
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discharge and it vjas not until 1969, after he had 
served his four year enlistment, that he was discharged. 

After his discharge, BARLEY attended Republican 
Party functions, dinners and fundraising affairs, which 
were attended by appointee. He never associated on a 
close personal or social basis with appointee. The only 
other member of appointee’s family whom he met was appointee’s 
youngest son, who attended a fundraising affair on one 
occasion. 

BARLEY recalled that appointee xvas instrumental 
in obtaining federal funds for two senior citizen housing 
developments in Ionia County, mainly in Belding and Ionia. 
BARLEY felt these are worthwhile projects on which more 
federal money should be spent. 

BARLEY has no reason to question the appointee's 
loyalty to the United States, his associates or morals. 

Aside from the Republican Party, he knows of no other 
organizations which appointee belongs to. He knows of no 
unfavorable information whatsoever relating to appointee 
and he considers him to be an honest and trustv 7 orthy 
Congressman, who is well-qualified to be appointed to the 
Vice Presidency of the United States, 
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ACQUAINTANCES 


The fo llowing investigation was conducted by SA 
I at bans ing , Michigan : 


On Oc tober 17, 1973, I | 

1 Michigan National Bank, ad vised he is the 


J of the Michigan Republican Party [ 


J stated he does not know appointee GESTiLD R. FORD 

ia 1 1 •cr 1 ■{“ f- la a- 1 1- i-s +- -1 ^-v-* I I .1 


] Committee. 


personally but only through reputation. IZIIZD advised 
through reputation he considers GER/iLD FORD gf excellent 
character and reputation and believes Mr. FuRD w ill make an 
excellent Vice-President for the United States. I \ 

advised he has heard nothing derogatory in any way regarding 
FORD. 

On October 17, 1973, | | 

Story Incorpor ated, 6fa5 Stodda rd building. Lansing, Michigan, 

] 


advised he was f 


East Lansing. liicn igan. from 1945 to 1956 and in 195b [ 


at Michigan State university. 


, I at Northern Michigan University, Marquette, 

Michigan, and served in that capacity until 1967 v/hen he 
began employment witii Story Incorporated. I I advised 

he has knov/n GERALD FORD fo r the past 20 years on a political, 

I ] stated he conside rs FORD to be of 

I I stated that FORD 


educational level. , 

excellent character and reputation. , , uuau i 

IS a very l oyal Ame rican and a person of very high moral 
character. I . ] stated FORD is a person of great integrity 

and a very humble person. ' i-.--.--j ^ 


J stated that based upon his 
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knowledge of FORD he would highly recommend him fo r the 

position as Vice-President of the United States. I 1 

advised he knows nothing d erogator y regarding^ fOkD or ^ 
ford's family in any way. I I stated tne indiviaual in 

the Lansin<^ are 8. v/ho wo uld prop ably know I^QilD best \rou lci 

be one I " Lai ^ I ™o 

is now associated as I | v7xth uhe FuDiic Aiiairs 

Association Incorporated ^ 416 iTest Ottav/a Street, Lansing, 
Michigan. 

On October 17, 1973, I ^ I 

I I . John Henrv Company, Lansing, Michigan, advised 

he has Imovm Mr. GEllALD FORD fo r approx imately the past 
40 years as a personal f riend. I I stated that both 

have visited each other's home on numerous occasions. 

I I stated that he considers FORD to be a great American 

of outstanding character and reputation and stated he has 
never heard anything derogatory nor does he know of any 
derogatory informa tion reg arding GERALD FORD or any member 
of ford's family. I [ stated. v;ithout reservation, he 

would highly recommend FORD for the position of Vice-President 
of the United States. 
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sa[ 


The followin g investigation was conducted by 
I on October 18, 1973: 


[ 


] Comstock Park, Michigan, advised she has known Mr. FORD 


for approximately thir teen years, during which time she seirved 


as a 

Committee 


Jof the 5th District Republican Party 


She advised all her impressions of Mr. FORD and 
his f^ily are favorable, including his character, morals, 
associates, and loyalty to the United States of America. She 
advised she has no personal knowledge of his views regarding 
civil rights, but she feels he has a favorable record in 
the United States Congress, as well as on the state and local 
levels. 


She advised he enjoys an extremely good reputation 
in the community and she feels he is highly qualified to 
be Vice President of the United States. 
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ASSOCIATE 


SAl 

1973: 


T he follo wing investigation was conducted by 
“ I Belding , Michigan, on Octobeir 18, 


, . , N. Mayor of Beldina Michifi«n 

for''IpprSi^atJlv^Jii"°'‘'^ appointee on a professional basis 
xor approx^ately six years. GEISEN advised that he anH 

of PedSil“?an?l! “ forms 

Mi 4 -h ^ GEISEN advised that when he has had any contact 
appointee, appointee has always handled himself in a 
very professional and competent manner. GEISEN stated th^t- 

mSaif highest 

individual who enjoys a wonderful reoutatien 
in the Belding, Michigan, area. GEISEN stated that SSoiniS 
IS an outstanding American citizen. appointee 

r.a= 4 . « U Stated that each year on Labor Dav for the 

■ =%«Lniror'’isS%ls? 
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GEISEN stated that in the years that he 
has been acquainted with appointee, he has never 
kno^ksni appointee to conduct his election in any x-yay 
except that of a very professional, clean and honest 
manner. GEISEN stated that to the best of his knowledge 
appointee has never, or x^uld he ever, accept any 
illegal financial funds to support his corapaign. 

GEISEN stated that appointee is a man 
deeply concerned with the civil rights of every 
^erican citizen and that appointee is a firm believer 
in the constitution of the United States. 

. . stated that to the best of his knowledge, 

appointee is a most competent and able individual and 
that he would highly recommend him for the position 
of Vice President of the United States. 
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ASSOCIATES 


Special Agent^ 

October 17, 1^737 


Ths following inv estigation was conducted by 


S.- u. tiva uy 

at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 


Corporation, ZAP 0 Oak Industrial Drive. Grand M tur ing 


Michigan, telephone 


i _ i * advised that he has 

known hr. FO.^D for nearly 30-35 years and advised that their 

s and cornrnun 
advised that 


. ^ years ana aavxsed cnat their 
ramilies have been acquainted as church members end nm^i-in-ni 
workers for {-h,r,t- ^-p — I 


workers for Char lenstl, of time. , lauv.seo on, 

he aiid the appoint e e have had a working acquaintance for 
the last 15 years. | , I advised that he is a 


I ■ L-llclU lie xs a I 

_ — \ Rospatch Corporation, 609 Mvri-le 

Northwest, Grand Rapids, Michigan, of v/hich Hr. FORD is also 
a member. — rie has met with Mr. FORD on numerous occasions 


] 


advised that he believes ’ that Mr. 


Ti'r'nn • i : ju ic vc: s I'ir . 

IS very honest, loyal and forthright. He advised that 

en' H? proves that he is fair in his dealing with 

all the people on all economic levels. 


c 


advised he knov^s nothing derogatory 

't* "h ■}■' 'I* 1 *) o r' i "sn 4* *i^T r » J 1..-. 


font Mr. VORD and he feels that the coUntrywoull Se 
lucky to have an individual of his stature in government. 


. also advised that he is | 

7j i rr y'^s^tcan 7ipparel Manufacturing Association 

Headquarters in .-.ashington, D.C. It is through this 


] 


association that he has again worked with Mr. FORD. He 
^ ^ family man and that he has 

associated only with desirable individuals » 
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associates 

1 ^ T following investigation was conducted by SA 

J at Lowell, Michigan, on October 18, 1973: 


b6 
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Tnw^iii A EKGLEHAEDT, President, state Savings Bank 

associate of STOolntae 

hi^lS GEMIO EKCLEIIAPOT advised Ehat to 

and tSaf to 

Of Hr. TORE S1;S"SIoovirSlhS''GErJ25”roED\ss KvIJs^LS 

his LSledge th:re“?s'or;“1n1he1“; ofS^h^h^'" ““ '=° 

Mr. rOED asking him for advice, hSo or Ipfnrii^r^i'' 

received a prompt reply from either Mr. POEB or one of\ls'^taff. 

the highest “faf“t'^Lln«Ll SpiLSo^lilhr 

rS^v^relrLTL S^Lt^ :^e“f 

quatotance of rom'’i!rL"'°Lei'S«“,''“r 
c^algn that vas not comptot.1; 

S»d? a wSif to thfSst 

friendly and professional manner possible. 

ENGLEHAKDX advised that GERALD FODD u 

Pletely believes in the Co„stlt„tlL™Se Mted Strs''tod'r 
»ho nould protect the rigl.ts of each and everfLricto liSfen."” 

Is more qualfSfTLtolfbf f 5 

United StaSs • appointed as Vice President of the 
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SOCIAL ACQUAINTANCES 

The following investigation was conducted by 

SA I 1 on October 18, 1973, at Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: 

I I Dutcher Realty, located at 

19 40 Eastern Street. S.E .. Grand Rapids, Michigan, residing 
at I , . L Rapids, telephone number 

I I was interviewed in regards to his present 

and past association with appointee GERALD FORD, 

I I advised that he has known GERALD FORD 

for approximately 25 years on a casual, social-type relationship. 
He stated that he has attended many social functions and 
political rallies at which GERALD FORD was a speaker, however, 
he has not maintained a close relationship with Mr. FORD, 
either on a social or political basis. He stated that he 
made yearly contributions to Mr, FORD's campaign, amounting 
to approximately _ $25.00 per contribution and considers 
himself a Republican and a political supporter of GERALD FORD, 


He stated, however, that due to the fact that he 
has been a resident and businessman in the Grand Rapids area 
for his entire life, he feels as though he would have been 
able to observe or hear some type of derogatory information 
concerning GERALD FORD, but during this time he has never 
heard any of this type of information and would be entirely 
surprised if he did hear this t 3 rpe of information. 


I I described GERALD FORD as an extremely 

conscientious man who he felt would do an outstanding job 
as Vice President and that the country would be extremely 
fortunate to have an individual o f these qualifications as 
its Vice President. I I stated that he has never 

seen or heard of Mr. FORD making any discriminatory remarks. 


] stated that 


After further interview. , louaucu uiidu 

he has neither seen nor heard of any derogatory information 
concerning GERALD FORD's loyalty to the United States, his 
moral background, his reputation, and could not remember 
any associat e who he woul d consider an individual of questionable 
reputation. I I recommended GERALD FORD for the 

job of Vice President with the highest of regards. 
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investigation was conducted by 
on October 18, 1973, at Greenville, 

Michigan: 

JOHN HEINZELM\N, | ~| Greenville, 

was interviewed regarding his association with Mr. GERALD V 
FORD. HEINZELMAN has kno^\Ti Mr. FORD since 1929 when he 
attended school with Mr. FORD. He considers Mr. FORD as an 
honest, trustworthy man of good moral fiber. He stated Mr. 

FORD has a stable marriage and never overindulged in his 
drinking habits. 

HEINZELMAN stated Mr. FORD's associates have always 
been trustworthy, of high caliber, and he does not believe Mr, 
FOPJl would ever put himself in the position of associating 
with undesirable people. 

HEINZELMAN believes Mr, FORD to be an extremely loyal 
American who would put the good of the American people before 
his own Republican Party, 

Through the many years he has known Mr. FORD, he has 
never ^ heard him make a derogatory statement concerning any 
minority groups and Mr. FORD always remained "in the middle of 
the road . 

HEINZELMAN was unaware of any financial transactions 
Mr. FORD has undertaken in regard to his status as a politician. 
He did not think for any reason that Mr. FORD would ever 
jeopardize his position by accepting money on a basis other 
than a salary, 

HEINZELMAN stated that Mr, FORD has always been a 
leader and felt that Mr. FORD's being Vice President of the 
Ifriited States would be a benefit to the American people. 
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The f ollowing investigation was conducted by SA 

I I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 17. 




Grand Rapids. Michigan. I iGran d 

Rap ids Dow ntov/n Kiwanis and I ~l 

I [ Federal Housing Administration, in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, ad vised he has known GERALD FORD since 1952, 

I I advised that his association with Mr. FORD 

derived from Mr. FORD’S association with the Grand Rapids 
Kiwanis. Rhr, FORD h as been a speaker for this group on 
frequent occasions. I ~l became personally involved with 

Mr. FORD in 1958 in projects in support of the Boy Scouts of 
America, I ~l recalls that Mr, FORD took an active 

roll in the sponsoring in Boy Scouts of America functions. 

I "I stated he recommends Mr, FORD for the 

position of Vice President, 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I l at Caledonia, Michigan, on 

October 18, 1973: 

HUGH KEGERREIS, JR., President of the Village 
Council of Caledonia, Michigan, 405 East Main Street, 
Caledonia, stated he had been Jftresident of the council 
for six years and that he has known Mr. FORD as a casual 
acquaintance for over 25 years. Caledonia is within 
Mr, ford's Congressional District and Mr, FORD visits 
there approximately once a year. 

He described Mr. FORD as an honest, and trustworthy 
individual who is an extremely efficient Legislator. He 
knows of no known character, loyalty or moral deficiencies 
which would prevent him from being an outstanding Vice 
President. He advised that in 1971, the Village Council 
was attempting to secure a Federal Farm Loan for a 
Sewage 'ireatment Plant and that Mr. FORD took prompt action 
to secure the loan. He stated that in no way were any 
favors provided to Mr, FORD as a result of him taking this 
action. 


Mr. KEGERREIS said nothing unfavorable has ever 
come to his attention concerning Mr. FORD. IfflGERREIS stated 
he would definitely recommend 2^. FORD and wanted to see 
him confirmed as Vice President, ilr. FORD is loyal to 
the United States and to the Republican Party . 
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POLITICAL ACQUAINTANCES 


[ 


The followin?^ investl^vn t ion 

conducted by 
Michigan, on 

SA 

f at Ionia ronnty^ 

October 17 , 1973; 


Collinsville. 

Micnigan, advised 
who is one of the 

that she is | 

1 ^ 

\ 1 

1 

l> Ionia, Michigan. 


, ■ .Stated that she became interested 

in politics during lOSTT and in this connection with her 
sister-in-law, I 1 hosted several "coffee 

and teas xor the purpose of rais in? funds for the County 

R ^ A * advised that Mr. GERALD 

^ attendance at several of these functions 
and stated that she spoke with him at this time. Mrs. 

L 1 advised that from this experience she considers 

Mr, FORD to be a highly competent and ethical individual 

who holds the welfare of the people he represents primarily 
in his mind at all times. lAxmciiiiy 

She advised that she does not know of nor 

Sr information concerning 

ilr. FORD and therefore, considers him the most qualified 

United^^t^t^° duties as Vice-President of the 
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The collov:ir.c>- investie:ation v;as conducted et 
Granci Rapids, Michigan, by SA P 1 on 

October 19, 1973: ' ^ ’’ 

^EARL G. WOODvJORTh L ^ I ' 

Grciiici i\S-pids, liichigan, a.dvised that he is ci.Trrenbly a 
iiCi’ioei. Oj. ^the r-.ent county/ Board of Gor!^iuj.ssioners . He 
■rurtner advised that he v^as elected to that position in 
10-70, on tne_kepuDlica.n Party ticket. For the 16 years nrior 
to ejection as a ^cornnissioner, he ser\?-ed on the Toim" 
v^ouacii in i- lanmnelci, Michigan. Fie stated that in his 20 

he has come to Ionov Congressman 
... ^O.ij on a nrst name oasis. He stated that h^ s 
relationship vitiiyir. FORD is strictly nolitical and that 
fiC ]m,5 iiaa iio social or ousiness contact vith Mr. FCRD of 
any_ p.no,. aj..,. nis contacts with Mar. FORD have been at 

meecings to giscuss items of in'tcrest to and problems of the-r 
mutual constit’aents. ir- -.-..o ui. 

stated that from his observations and 
contacts _with Mr. FORD and knowledge of tte activities of 
tiie appointee,^ .le is impressed with Mr. FORD as a '‘s-'nrere 
aotn to earth' nublic servant, who relates well to neoole In 
all VElkE of y.fo. IIOOD-JOBTH stated that he cannot wS 
enougn a.Dout t,r. , lORD s encellerit character, high moi-al standards 

intepity. He stated that fronPhis obLjva- 
tion.o, tiL. FOr.D exnioics a quality of unusual fairness and 
appears to be a man or no prejudices whatsoever. 

. , , wOODMORTH stated that he has never been acona'Jnted 

dMdnSf raet,Ders_of hr. FOED's family, bnt that he ‘has So 
,f-P-/tuing. of an unravorable nature regarding 
jt-t.,. ..e jAii tiler statea tnat he ha.s no knowledge of anythinc 

unravorable aoout the Congressman or his associates^ 

He clwaracterized Mr. FORD as the '’ideal American’’ 
and stated that ne reels that Mr. FORD is the best oualified 
person ror the^ position of Vice President of the United 

reasons he stated that he gives Convressinan 
I’Oi.D h.is highest reconiraenoation for the job. 
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PROFES S lONAL AS SOC lATS 


The follow ing investigation was conducted by 
SA I I at Grand Rapids# Michigan, on 

October 17, 1973* 

I If Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

advised that he has known GERALD R. FORD, JR. for approxi- 
mately 11 years as a professional associate. 

He completely recommends Mr. FORD for the posi- 
tion of vice president of the united states. He stated that 
Mr. FORD is honest, that he knows of nothing derogatory in 
either Mr. ford's professional or private dealings. 

I 1 described Mr. FORD as being an individual 

of the highest character and loyalty and he knows of no 
derogatory information concerning his associates. 
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ASSOCIATES 

The following investigation was conducted by 
1 at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 17, 1973 




] Gill 


2455 Oak I ndustrial Drive, 

Sn GmS' r 1 [ advised that he has 

on?T™ J!* spce he was a young man right out of 

college. He has also known Mr. FORD's family for many years 

ILe Sme?''^ "" members of Grace Episcopal Church fL quite 

^ advised that Mr. FORD is of unimpeachable 

f!?. completely honest, loyal and dedicated to his 

country, family, church and communitv. I l»fqviooH 

derogatory that will damage the' iSge 
earned through years of dedicated service 
as a politician and as a friend of the people. . \ — — i 

5rninS experience in the Kent Community Action 

Program, where he served as President of the Governing 

shewn concern for the 

among his constituents. I \ 

advised that he believes that we cannot have a better 

M?^FO^®i^°^nm^? Welfare of the nation and feels that 

^S^Plctely^capable and qualified for the position 
Of Vice President of this country* 
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The follow ing investigation was conducted by 

SA I I on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 


Grand Rapids, Michigan, v;as interv±:- 7 ed and she furnished 
the following information: 

She has knovm Mr. and Mrs. GERALD FORD for 
approximately 35 years and she considers both of them 
to be excellent and honest people. She stated that she 
cannot think of any words vdiich would exnress her feelings 
regarding Mr. and Mrs. FORD because she believes that they 
are so marvelous, that she could not express herself 
properly. She stated that Mr. FORD's character and 
reputation are above reproach and that Mr. FORD is a man 
of very high integrity. She noted that Mr. FORD's 
associates are very reputable people and that there is 
absolutely no question regarding his loyalty to the United 
States. She advised that Mr. FORD, in her opinion, is 
very highly qualified for the position of vice President 
and she highly recommends him for this position. She 
stated that Mr FORD was a very efficient attorney when 
he formerly worked in private practice and she considers 
him to be a very efficient and practical individual. 

She noted that in all her years of acquaintanceship with the 
^OrDs she has never known of anything cierogctuory regarding 
either of them. She noted that she first met Mrs. FORD 
sometime around 1936 and she became acquainted with 
Mr. FORD a short time thereafter. She advised that Mrs. FORD 
was divorced prior to her current marriage and she further 
advised that Mr. FORD had never been married prior to 
his current marriage. She stated that Mr. and Mrs. FORD 
are two of the 'finest people she has ever met in her life 
and she believes that Mr. FORD will be one of the finest 
Vice Presidents that has ever served. 
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Th e following; Invastl ^ation was conducted at Sparta, t 

Michigan by SA | I, on October 18, 1973: 

PAUL C. fllLLER, Chairman of the Board, Paul C. Miller 1 

Company, 10300 Sparta Road, Sparta, Michigan, advised that his [; 

company specialises in highx^ay construction in the Grand Rapids, I 

Michigan Area. He further stated ha has casually known Mr. FORD j 

for approximately 30 years and in addition knew Mr. F0RD*s father. | 

MILLER described Mr. FORD as a of good character, outstanding ! 

efforts and high morals. MILLER also described Mr. FORB^s associates j 

as individuals of high repute in the community and commented 

favorably regarding Mr. FORD’s loyalty. | 

MILLER stated that he could provide no information I 

regarding Mr. FORD’s qualifications as an attorney. Hov;aver, he j 

did state that ha did not feel that Mr. FCPd) was qualified for | 

Vice President because ha personally felt that this position was [; 

over Mr. F0RD*s head. He stated that ha felt one of the* reasons | 

Mr. FORD x^as over his head that Mr. FORD, as many other j 

politicians, had been generally influenced by the labor vote in [ 

this country today. MILLER would therefore not recommend Hr. FORD | 

for the appointed position and stated hs v/ould not because he 

personally fait the job to be over Mr. FOFvD^s head although ha [ 

personally likes and respects Mr, F0IU3 as a man. h 

MILLER did advise however, that soma four or five 
years ago Mr. FORD had accepted soma type of airline transportation 
from the Aim^7ay Corporation in Grand Rapids, Michigan. MILLER I 

emphasized that this xvas only a rumor and he stated he could not 

remember who the source of that rumor was. f 

' h 
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The followi ng investigation was conducted by 

I ~l on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 


THOMAS EDWARD WALSH, retired Airport Consultant, 

314 Lakewood, East Grand Rapids, Michigan, telephone number 
949-0586, stated that he has known appointee since appointee's 
first congressional campaign in the late 1940s. Since that 
time he has worked for appointee's re-election in numerous 
campaigns in various non-f inancial capacities. Generally he 
' has telephonically canvassed voters and otherwise "beat the 
bushes" on appointee's behalf. He never acted as a fund 
raiser for himror does he have any information relating to 
appointee's campaign financing. He has never heard any hint 
of irregularities in such financial matters. 

Mr. WALSH feels that by virtue of appointee's high 
character and morals and his excellent service as a legislator, 
he would be a fine choice for Vice President. According to 
WALSH, his loyalty to the country is above reproach. 

Mr . WALSH has had several dealings with appointee 
over the years on various matters relating to airport construction 
and matters relating to airport management. Appointee has 
always maintained the highest standard of ethics in these dealings 
and Mr. WALSH considers his character and reputation to be 
impeccable. He knows of no questionable business transaction 
or ^ association which would reflect adversely on appointee's 
ability to hold the high office. 

He has never heard appointee make any derogatory 
statement or take any position prejudicial to members of 
minority groups. ,He considers appointee to be unbiased in his 
approach to racial issues. 

Mr. WALSH is acquainted with members of appointee's 
family, including his wife, BETTY, and considers them to be long 
standing , highly reputable members of the community. Mr. WALSH 
considers appointee a good choice for the office of Vice President 
and recommends him very highly. 
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BUSINESS ASSOCIATES 

The fo llowing investigation v/as conducted by 

SA I 1 on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 

J. H. FEES, Chairman of the Board, Associated 
Trucks Lines, Incorporated, 200 Monroe, Northwest, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, telephone 454-9381, v/as contacted at his 
office and he advised that he has knov/n the Vice President 
appointee GERALD R. FORD for the past 25 years. 

Mr. FEES advised that he first met Mr. FORD when 
he. Hr. FEES, was a member of the executive committee of the 
American Trucking Association, lie stated that he has had 
little contact v/ith Hr. FORD through the years, but because 
he is a constituent from the Fifth District of Michigan he 
has opinions of Mr. FORD. 

Hr. FEES advised that he considers/iGERALD FORD 
to have the highest integrity and high moral standards.^ 

He stated GERiiLD FORD has performed a tremendous service for 
the Fifth District of Michigan, is a very conscientious and 
hard v;orking man. 

Mr. FEES advised in his opinion Mr. FORD is pro- 
miiiorify and is \7ell thought of in the minority committees 
at the Fifth District of Michigan. 

Mr. FEES stated that associates of Mr. FORD's 
V7ith whom he is acquainted are the highest caliber. Mr. 

FEES stated that he is not familiar with Hr. FORD's ability 
as an attorney. / 

Mr. FEES stated that GERALD FORD has a gift for 
decision making and the ability to utilize others in the 
decision maicing process. He advised that Mr. FORD is a man 
of his word and has a true concern for the coinman man. 

Mr, FEES stated that he V 70 uld not hesitate to 
recommend GERALD FORD for the office of Vice President. 
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The following investigation v/as conducted by SA 

I . on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan; 

THORNE J. BROl'JN, 937 Chippewa Drive, SE, Grand 
Rapids, telephone number CH 5-9454, was contacted and advised 
that for years he has been involved with the scouting of 
athletes for the University of Michigan. In this capacity 
BROi;® helped steer the appointee to the University of 
Michigan where he played football. It was during this 
period of time that BROI'JN came to know appointee's family/ 
all of whom are of the highest character. At the University 
of Michigan the appointee worked hard, made good grades, and 
was knox-m to have an excellent character. After graduating 
from the University of Michigan, the appointee attended Yale 
University Law School where he served as an assistant football 
coach. After receiving his law degree and being admitted to 
the Michigan Bar, the appointee returned to the Grand Rapids 
area Vv'here he entered lax\7 practice. BROM recalled that 
approximately 25 years ago the appointee expressed an interest 
in politics at which time BROIJN and 25 other individuals 
urged him to run for the House of Representatives. 

BROWN advised that he had the highest regard for 
the appointee and that he was extremely pleased that a man 
of the appointee' s character was nominated to the high office 
of the Vice President of the United States. BROI-JN advised 
. that he knew of absolutely no derogatory information regarding 
either the appointee or any members of his family. It is 
his feeling that if the appointee's nomination is confirmed 
there is no chance he would ever bring embarrassment upon 
the President of bhe United States or our country. 

BROWN advised that he knows for a fact that the 
appointee has a good rapport with all groups in the Grand 
Rapids area and has the respects of all constituents. 
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The following 5.i 
Rapids, Michigan, by SA P 


i.^atioT 


was conducted at Granc 
I^on October 17, 1973: 


Grand Rapxas, it’-c oiaan. advised that lie Is the rormer 

I of the Consumers Poiaer Compari}/, Grand 
Rapids, Iw_chigan, ha.ving held tliat oosition for about 17 
yea.rs nrxor to ^retiring approximately'’ three y^’ears a.go. 

^ I culvised lie has been a ocrsonal friend of'^Mr, 
GiiiivALO i* ORD i'or noout the last 15 y/es.rs, d'u.rina which tiirig 
he has com e to know Mr. FORD and his farnilv very ’•■'ell. 

J considers Hr. irOP.D to be a. loyal American 
cit-izcii o£ tn,e hignest cnara.cter ano rnorals whose associates 
are aoove reproach. He described Mr. FORD as a reliable 
honest member of the United States House of Representatives. 
He has never heard anything derogatory about Mr. FORD and 
has complete confidence i.n him. \ ^ jh-ioh iv 

recommends appointee FORD fo'r the position of Vice President 
of the United States of America. ( 1 advised he has 

with Mr. FORD, but Imows Mr.”" 
l'Oi.D IS sincerely concerned for the rights of all citizens 
of the United States. 


ao. V 1 s e 0. u iia t he is the rorner 
Consumers Comer Cornoann* Grand 


he ha; 


cisvvvw i- u ne uescrioea nr. as a LiabJ 

honest mnmhef of the United States House of Reurenntat 
He has never heard anything derogatory about Mr. FORD a.’ 
has complete confidence in him. \ ' Ih *:p-hiv 
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The following investigation v;as conducted by 
qA I L at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 
October 17, 1973; 


LAv-JRENCS DENNIS R AH ILLY, SR. , Former Chain^n of 
the Board, Interstate Motor Freight Company, nome addiess 
2000 Coronado SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan, presently on tiie 
Board of Trustees, Central Hichigan University, Board or 
Trustees, St. Mary's Hospital, Director of Old Rent tan^c, 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Director of Rapid stan. Incorporated, 
Grand Raoids, Michigan, wais contacted at his office, au ^ 

226 Lyon" Street IM, Grand Rapids, Michigan. RMiuL/ has Kno\m 
GERALD FORD since 1947 through the present. RAHILLY has-been 
a Dernocrcit all his life and has never been involved witn 
Mr. FORD in any business dealings or political endeavors. 


RAHILLY described GERALD FORD as the hardest 
V7orker he has ever seen with unimpeachable moral standards. 
Mr. FORD is unquestionably fit to serve the people of the 
United States and is extremely loyal to his country. 

RAHILLY has never asked Mr. FORD for a favor and in turn 
has never requested a favor of Mr. FORD. 


RAHILLY has had many dealings with prominent 
minority leaders and has never heard anyone use .any unkind 
v 7 ords toward Mr. FORD. 
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Ths following invsstigat ion was conducted 
KicMgan, on October 18 , 1973, by SA I — 


at Grand Rapids, 

3 


LEllIS V. aiArlBEKLIw, President, Grand ^Rapids Steal and 
Supply Con'Pfiny, Grand Rapids, Ilichlgan, 1628 Pontiac, Grand Rapids, 
telaphons 452-9190, stated that he has been a close personal 
of Vies Presidential appointee GEPALD-R-. FOilD sines the lata 1>4 s, 
and of his wife, BETTY FORD since his childhood, ha regards Congress- 
man FOFD as a hardworking dedicatad public servant of unquestioniiC 
reputation and fatls he x^ould be a veir/ capable Vlca President. He ^ 
considers him a man of higli ethical character and Knows of no aerogatoiT 
information regarding his morals or tnose of his family. 


CHAIIBEFDIh stated that he has never activaly participated 
in any of Mr. FOED's re-al£ction campaigns other than to make small 
donations of $25.00 to $50.00. He has had no business dealings with 
Fr. FORD or members of Ms Congressional Staff. Re has no personal 
knowledge of any aspect of Mr. FORD' s campaign financing nor does he 
personally know anyone vjho might have contributed large amounts of 
money to any of his campaigns, lie feels certain tnat FORD is iiot the 
type of individual to receive favors in connection with his official 
legislative duties and certainly not one to benefit personally by 
virtue of his office. 


aiAMBEPDIN pointed out that ha is a Director of the Old 
Kent Bank in Grand Rapids and that Mr. FORD resigned his directorship 
immediately after his election for the sole purpose of avoiding any 
hint of a conflict of interest. 


aiAl'iBEPDlN characterized Mr. FORD as a con^pletaly honest 
individual who would be an asset to the office of Vice President and 
gives him his highest recommendation. 
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d.'ur5,rig his limited period of 
to indicate that Mr”, FORD be 
iion-o^ru.dent raani'.er. 


ted that lie ha.s never oossessec 
c'riployrncnt , s.ny information 
s acted improperly or in a 


Jtated he hoi 


vjj.tii the vitality an d. drive oossessec. 


: been 
by hr. 


impressed 


ha 


constituent! 


as 


t;e 1 1 


He 


as_ his complete dedication to 

believed tliat Mr. FORD possesses the necessary ouaiities 
to become an outstanding Vice President, snecif -fcaily as to 
ability, character and understandins. He said he would 


have no hesitation in rccomi 


high office. 


imending Mr. FORD for such 
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ASSOCIATES 


SA 


The followi ng investigation v/as conducted by 


October 18, 1973: 

[ 


]at Grand Rapids, Michigan, oin 


Waters 


Building, Grand Rapids, advised that he has hnown GERALD 
R. FORD through his involveraent v;i th the Republican Party 
at Grand Rapids. He stated he was I I 

] in Grand Rapids and h.as been acquainted witn 


Mr. FORD since 1966 


I I coriiinented favorably regarding Mr. FORD's 
character, associates, and loyalty. Ha further stated that 
Mr. FORD is a man of high raoral character and that the 
individuals with whom he ass ociates are men of high repute 
within the community. I I advised that Mr. FORD is a loyal 
American. 

During the course of the interview, I ~l 

advised that in 1972, he was norainated to run on the 

Republican ticket for I I 

and that Mr. FORD had contributed a sum of $200.00 to his 
campaign and that this $200.00 was excess FORD campaign 
funds. 

I I furtiier stated that in 1967, he had attended 
the Young Republicans National Leadership Training School 
in Washington, D. G., and the funding for this s chool was 
obtained from excess FORD campaign funds. [ stated that 

Mr. FORD has given excess FORD campaign funds to other young 
individuals in order that they may attend this school. 

In the ,area of qualifications, I I advised 

that he could briefly comment on Mr. FORD'S qualifications 
as an attorney inasmuch as he I I had worked for the 

Grand Rapids law firm of Lav7, Fallon, Weathers, Richardson, 
and Dutcher, which was the same firm Mr. FORD had worked for 
when he had separated from the United States Navy at the 
en4 of World War II. 


/? 
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I I stated that Mr. FORD x\’as held in high esteem 
by the individuals there at the firm and v;as described as a 
competent and hardtv’orking individual. 

I I stated he could also comment on Mr. E'ORD's 
quali fications insofar as his appointment is concerned. 

I I advised that he felt Mr. FORD was qualified for the 
Vice Presidency in view of his legal background and in view 
of his Vast jsxperience as a member of Congress. He further 
stated that Mr. FORD is a highly organized individual and 
felt that this fact, coupled with his ability to work with 
other people, \fould qualify him for a high Government position 

I I advised that he did not specifically recall 
any time at which he discussed civil rights with Hr. FORD; 
however, he stated that he believed Mr. FOPD's policy in this 
area was that all people are entitled to equal treatment. 

closing , I I advised that he could provide no 
derogatory information regarding Mr. FORD or his family and 
highly recommended Mr. FORD for a position of trust and 
confidence with the United States Government. 






be 
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ACQUAINTANCE 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I I on October 19, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan; 

I I , Grand 

Rapids , I I Grand Valiev State 

College, Allendale, Michigan, | 

I I , advised he has 

been very well acquainted with Congressman GERALD R. FORD 
for the past 23 years. lie stated he and Mr. FORD are 
members of the same church, as well as members of the Grand 
Rapids Breakfast Club. He stated during the past 23 years 
he has had numerous contacts v/ith Mr. FORD, both on a social 
basis, as well as a business basis. Ha stated he has always 
had a great admiration for Mr. FORD, found him to be an 
extremely honest individual with very high morals, completely 
loyal, and his integrity is beyond reproach. He stated he 
considers Mr. FORD to be a completely fair individual, very 
trustworthy, and feels he is extremely well qualified to 
handle the position of Vice President of the United States. 

He stated, in final analysis, he v/ould consider Mr. FORD to 
be "one of the most honest politicians he has ever known." 


I stated t hat during t he full time he h as 
been a cquainted with Mr. FORD, |~ | was the I I 

I I at Grand Rap ids until he retired in 1971. In connection 


v/ith his v7ork with [ | he had many occasions to contact 

Mr. FORD, as well as to contact many of the public officials 
and leade rs of the bu siness community. At no time during those 
years did | ~| ever receive any information or hear any 

comments made which would indicate dishonesty on the part of 
Mr. FORD or any underhanded pr ac tic e s whic h v/ou Id reflect 
unfavorably on the part of Mr. FORD. I I stated 

Mr. FORD is extremely v;ell regarded by members of both Republican 
and Democratic parties, as well as the entire community in the 
Grand Rapids area. 
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Neighborhood Citizen Comraittee, 121 Franklin Street, SE, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, advised he has knowTa' GERALD R. FORD for 
approximately four years. 

I ~| advised that he became familiar with Mr. 

FORD in the process of organizing the local Model Cities 
Program in Grand Rapids. 

He stated that he considers Mr. FORD to be a very 
honest, dedicated politician who has had the V7il_l and power 
to get things done as a party leadero He feels he has been 
very successful at doing so especially for the constituents 
of his district. He feels that Mr. FORD can identify with 
people of his area. • 


1 stated that Mr. FORD is concerned about 
the civil rights of all individuals. He feels Mr. FORD 
has sho\^ 7 n no evidence of racial discrimination in efforts to 
make life better for all people of this country. 

I ~| advised he has only the highest regards 

for Mr. FORD as an individual and he knows of no derogatory 
infommtion that v^ill prevent Mr. FORD from faithfully serving 
as Vice President, 

The above investigation v/as conducted by [ 
at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 17, 1973. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I I on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan : ■ 


Mr. ROBERT VI. SCHELLEI-IBERG , | j Grand Rapids, 

Michigan, residence telephone number 245-1619 , advised he was 
first appointed to the position of Commissioner on the Kent 
County Board of Commissioners in February, 1972, to fill the 
vacancy following the death of a Board Member. He was 
elected to this post in January, 1973, at which time he ran 
as a Republican. 


Mr. SCEELLEMBERG stated he has kno\^m Representative 
GERALD R. FORD of the Fifth Congressional District since 
approximately 1962. He has become better acqiaainted V'/ith him 
in the last three years because of his position as a Kent 
County Commissioner. He stated he has visited Mr. FORD's 
Office in Washington, D.C., on several occasions on county 
business. He advised that Mr. FORD on those occasions put 
him in touch v/ith the responsible Federal agency parties 
who could best answer his inquiries. 

Mr. SCIIELLENBERG further stated that Mr. FORD has 
alvrays been most responsive to inquiries from him as a 
Commissioner and as a private citizen. SCHELLENBERG 
described Mr. FORD's approach toward his constituents as 
being both highly cooperative, while at the same time, being 
very congenial. He believes Mr. FORD has been a most effective 
Congressional leader and doing an outstanding job. 

Mr. SCHELLENBERG xras unable to provide any derogatory 
information concerning Mr. FORD and/or any member of his family. 
He stated that he has never met any member of Mr. FORD's family 
and, because of that, would be unable to comment in that regard. 
Further, he said he has no hesitation in recommending Itr. FORD 
for any position in the Federal Government or any other public 
agency. He stated he has heard nothing of a derogatory nature 
concerning associates of Mr. FORD. 
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Mr. SCHBLLENBERG believes Mr. FORD has an 
^peccable chairacter and has demonstrated moral leadership 
during his term in Congress. lie stated further his loyalty 
IS beyond reproach and believes him to be one of the most 
higna.y qualified persons who could have been chosen for 
Vice President of the United States 


Mr. 

that Mr. FORD 
President . 


SCHELLENBERG again reaffirmed his belief 
is highly qualified for the position of Vice 


r\ 
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The following 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
October 17, 1973: 


inve s tlgation 
by SA I 


was 


conducted 


at 


on 
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at \ 

for approximately pen years ^ 

Tio d-Bt'o cotr^feiits X’a^^ax.clng 
and added that Mr<=| FORD is an easy go ing j 
''...the kind one enjoys knowing". 

Mr. ford's reputation as excellent 


advised that he resides 
advised he has knovra Mr. 
ocially. he has heard 


FORD 


Mr . FORD ’ s char ac ter 


r,l f wi th Mr . B'ORD . 


any ot Mr. FORD's associates 
those who generally golf 
loyal to the United States and I 
would recommend Mr. FORu for 
of the United Statics. He is 
indiscretions regarding Mr. FORD. 
Grand Rapids is lucky to have an 
representing them. I 


courteous individual, 
^ described 
does not kiiovj 
by sight and only 
fc. FORD is 
] added that he 

the position of Vice President 
not cognizant of any*- 


He 

other than 


He concluded that 
individual .such as Mr. FORD 
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. The following investigation was conducted by SA | 

at Lyons, Michigan, on Octobet 18, 1973; 

Mr. HARRY E. ROGERS, Lyons Village President,! j 

I L Lyons, telephone number |~ | stated he has been acquaint- 

ed xflth GERALD R. FORD for 12 years in his capacity as a local government 
official, but he does not know him personally. 

He stated he considers Mr. FORD to be an extremely honest 
man who backs up what he says with action. He regards Mr. FORD to be 
a man of high morals and unblemished character. He further advised 
Mr. FORD is an extremely loyal American who works hard to satisfy the 
needs of his constituents. He stated Mr. FORD believes strongly in 
equal rights for everyone and endeavors to see that this principle is 
followed. 

he advised that he has no knowledge concerning Mr. FORD's 
financial backgrotmd, qualifications as an attorney, or associates. 

He stated he knew absolutely nothing derogatory about Mr. FORD and he 
would recommend him highly for the position of Vice President of the 
United States. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 
SA PHILIP L. MERCADO on October 17, 1973, at Birmingham, 
Michigan: 


Michigan, r esidence telephone 
employed as I 

Michigan, telephone number | 


L Birmingham, 
stated he is 

I, Detroit, 


I stated he has been acquainted with 
the Vice Presidential appointee, GERALD R. FORD, since 1931, 
when the appointee, as a student at the University of 

Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, joined the Delta Kappa 

Epsilon social fraternity on that campus, where I ~l 

was also a member* 

I I stated he and the appointee were members 

of the University of Michigan football team where the 
appointee excelled as an athlete. 

I [ stated he has maintained a reasonably 

close social and political, association with the appointee 
to the present time. He stated he is not well acquainted 
with the appointee ' s immed iate family. In 1962 1 I 

I, also known as I I 

[ Lincoln, Illinois, was employed 
while a college student during the summer of 1962 or 1963 
at Washington, D. C. by the ap pointee in an intern program 
during which time I ‘ found her relationship most 

satisfactory and reported nothing of a derogatory nature 
to her parents concerning the appointee. 

I I stated he has nothing but high regard 

for the appointee in every respect. Ha considers the 
appointee to be a completely loyal American citizen of high 
integrity and intelligence. He knows little of the appointee's 
financial background and activities, but recalled the appointee 
worked hard while at the Uiwersity of Michigan, and was 
employed in the kitchen of the fraternity. At Yale University, 
the appointee worked as an assistant football coach. 
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I I stated he could modestly describe the 

appointee as "an all American boy", \i7ho has always enjoyed 
excellent character, morals and associates. 

I I stated he recalled the appointee 

practiced law about tv70 years in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
before entering politics in 1948. It was his recollection 
the appointee was held in high regard in reference to 
his ability as a lavTyer. 

I I stated he has never had an occasion 

to discuss with the appointee his views on civil rights, 
but did recall that the appointee as far back as his 
college days had great respect for all people. 

I I stated that in kiiowing no derogatory 

information concerning the appointee, he would highly 
recommend him for a position of great trust and responsibility 
with the United States Government. 
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The followi ng investigation was conducted by 

SA I I on October 19, 1973 ? at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 

^ I I Grand Rapids , 

Michigan, advised that he has been acquainted with Mr, FORD 
for many years, beginning with their high school days when 
they played football at opposing schools in Grand Rapids, 

Michigan* He stated that he became politically associated 
with Mr* FORD in 1942 when they began campaigning for the 
county offices in the area. 

I ~l stated that ever since Mr. FORD was first 

elected in the Grand Rapids area, he has remained the top vote 
getter and has had no problem with retaining his elected 
position due to the popularity which he enjoys in this district 
among both Democrats and Republicans. He advised that Mr. FORD 
is a fine connmunity man and that he has never known Mr. FORD to 
do anything which did not involve the good of the community or 
others which he was serving. He advised that Mr. FORD has a 
very strong feeling for people, both young and old, and that 
this feeling extends to all. people regardless of political 
party, race, or creed. He stated that Mr. FORD is the type of 
individual who is hard to consider as a politician. 

I ~l stated, that Mr. PORD's honesty is remarkably 

noteworthy and that Mr. FORD's reputation reflects these 
qualities. He stated that Mr. FORD's associates are of the 
finest character and reputation. 

He advised that he is well acquainted with Mrs. FORD 
as well as Mr, FORD and he describes their marriage of twentyfive 
years as ideal, and stated that she enjoys the same respect, 
as Mr. FORD. He stated that although Mrs. FORD has been 
previously divorced, there is no scandal or derogatory 
information regarding this divorce and that there is nothing 
in her past or present life which would reflect negatively on her. 

He stated that regarding Mr. FORD's loyalty to the 
country, he is very definitely the kind of man this country 
needs. He stated that Mr. FORD is not an intellectual genius 
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but he feels that he is most definitely qualified and capab le 
of fi lling this position. Should the occasion arise, I 
I I feels that Mr. FORD could very capably handle the 
Presidency of the United States. 
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The foll owing investigation was conducted by 

I on October 18 , 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: • . 

DONALD V. SOUTERJ [ Grand 

Rapids, telephone I | was interviewf>d law firm 

office at 755 Old Kent Building, telephone 774-2131, SOUTER 
stated that he has been actively involved in Republican Party 
activities in Kent County since 1950. Prom 1950 through 1968 
SOUTER held the position of Precinct Delegate. In 1967, SOUTER 
was involved in financing activities sponsored by the Kent 
County Republican Committee. 

SOUTER contacts Mr. FORD on occasion and these contacts 
derive from SOUTER 's active part in the County Republication 
organization. SOUTER established a personal acquaintance with 
Mr. FORD in early 1950. He has submitted numerous inquiries 
to Mr, FORD'S office in Washington, D.C., on matters of both 
local and national interest. SOUTER has always been impressed 
with Mr. FORD'S promptness in replying to such inquiries. 

SOUTER described Mr. FORD as an extremely conscientious 
man and a public official of the highest moral stature. SOUTER 
advised that Mr. FORD's character and loyalty are beyond reproach 

SOUTER concluded that Mr. FORD possesses the attri- 
butes and qualities for appointment to high political office. 




DE 161-1355 
MJE/cp:lGC - 1 


POLITICAL ASSOCIATE 

The following Investigation was conducted by 

SA I L at Grand Rapids, Michigan, an 

October 17, 1973: 

Mr. BERNARD E. PASSAGE, Manager of the Civic 
Auditorium. Grand Rapids, Michigan, residing at I ~l 
I ~l. Grand Rapids, was interviewed re- 

garding his present and past activities with Mr. FORD. 

Mr. PASSAGE stated that he has known Mr. FORD 
casually for the past forty years. He attended high 
school with Hr. FORD at Grand Rapids, Mr. PASSAGE stated 
that he has attended various social functions with Mr. 

FORD since high school and had contact with Mr. FORD 
politically when Mr. PASSAGE was City Manager in Grand 
Rapids. Since resigning as City Manager, Mr. PASSAGE 
has had contact with Mr. FORD through his position as 
Manager of the Civic Auditorium where Mr. FORD has given 
several political speeches. Through the above contacts, 
Mr. PASSAGE has come to the conclusion that Mr. FORD is 
an outstanding American citizen and praised Mr. FORD for 
his character, honesty, and reliability as a politician 
and a man. Mr. PASSAGE stated that he considers himself 
a very candid individual and would be the first to pro- 
vide any derogatory information on any politician that 
he knew. During the past forty years, he has not observed 
any instance where Mr. FORD has compromised his character 
or position as a Congressman. 

Mr. PASSAGE stated that he would trust Mr. FORD 
'*with his last dollar." Mr. PASSAGE has had several 
business relationships with Mr. FORD's family and stated 
that his relationship was scrupulous and impeccable. 

Mr. PASSAGE knew of no unfavorable information 
concerning Mr. FORD's character, loyalty, morals, civil 
rights attitudes, and recommended Mr. FORD very highly for 
the pos it ion of Vice Pres ident . 
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The follo wing investigation was conducted by 
SA I 1 on October 17. 1973, at Ionia, 

Michigan: 


Ionia, Michigan, | 

Agency, Ionia, Michigan, adv ised that 
Mr, GERAU) FORD since 1958. ' 


I Insurance 
he hs 


tias known 


1 stated he does not 

# W*-**»*»*«^ * I I W MW MW-WM MW w 

know FORD personally but has met him socially at numerous 
Republican functions at the Ionia area over the past ten 
years, 


[stated Mr, ford's reputation, loyalty, 
and ability as a Congressmans whil e represen ting his district, 
has been of the highest caliber. | [ could see no 

reason why Mr, FORD would not make an outstanding Vice- 
President for the United States, 


I ~| could offer no* personal comments 

on Mr, ford's character or personal habits. However, 
concerning Mr, FORD's reputation in the Ionia area, he 
feels Mr. FORD to be an outstanding representative and 
a truly fine individual. 
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The followin g investigation was conducted by 570 

SA I l « on October 17, 1973, at Ionia 

County, Michigan: 

Mr. JOHANNES G . WQLTHUIS. Chain nan of the Ionia 
County Democratic Party, r I Ionia, Michigan, 

advised that he has known of Mr. FORD since they both 
attended South High School in Grand Eap ids, Michigan, at 
the same time. He advised that he does meet with Mr. FORD 
vdien Mr. FORD is in town, but advised that he does not know 
him on a social basis. ' 

Mr. WOLTHUIS advised that in his opinion, Mr. FORD 
is a man of his word, a man of great integrity, very cooperative, 
and does not draw party lines ir he can be of any assistance. 
WOLTHUIS advised that although he disagrees with Mr. FORD on 
some political matters, he feels that he would make a fine 
Vice President. 

Mr. WOLTHUIS stated that concerning Mr. FORD's 
character, loyalty and ability, he would certainly recommend 
him for the position of Vice President. 
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^ The foll owing investigation was conducted by SA ? 

I ~l at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 17, 1573 


PETER BRO UWER. I I Grand Rapids. Michigan, 

residence te lephone I I was contacted . He advised he 

is an elected member of the Kent County Board of Commissionerso 
He stated he is a member of the Republican Party and was 
elected as such. 


BROUWER stated he has been a member of the Board 
for less than one year; however, he has known Congressman 
GERALD Ro FORD, JR. since approximately 1930. Their' associ- 
ation has been of a professional-political nature. He stated 
he has met Congressman FORD and his wife on a few occasions 
in a social context. Further, BROUT^/ER advised from approxi- 
mately 1960 to 1968, he represented the National Retail Lumber 
Dealers Association. During this time, he had numerous con- 
tacts with Congressman FORD and other elected officials. 

Both during that time, prior to that time and since then, 
BROUWER characterized Congressman FORD as being a most respon- 
sive Representative. 

BROUWER advised he knows of no derogatory infor- 
mation concerning the Congressman and/or members of his family. 
He stated he recalled that approximately two years ago, he 
was aware that Congressman FORD had been recommended by 
Board members of the Old Kent Bank of Grand Rapids to become 
a Board member. He recalled from newspaper accounts that 
apparently Representative FORD was receptive to this appoint-, 
ment; however, shortly thereafter, requested the Board to 
withdraw his name from consideration. BROUWER recalled the 
reason for this as reported in the newspaper was that 
Representative FORD wanted to avoid any possible appearance 
of a conflict of interest. 

BROUWER stated he would have no hesitation in 
recommending Congressman FORD for any position in the local, 
state or national government. 
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The following investigation was conducted by 

SA I I , at Ionia County, Michigan, on 

October 17, 19/3; 


I 


I I Attorneys at Law, | _J , . Ionia, 

Michigan, "aa^sed that he has known Mr. GERALD FORD since 
the fall elections in 1962. He stated that he has been 
friends with Mr. FORD for the past five years and has 
entertained Mr. FORD at his residence on numerous occasions. 
Several of these functions were Republican Party fund raising 
get-togethers. 


[ 


stated that it was his opinion that 

Mr. FORD is the most qualified individual available for the 
position of Vice President and .considers him to be the 
most highly ethical and moral individual with vAiom he has 
ever come in contact. He believes Mr. FORD's primary concern 
is the welfare of his constituents and for this reason is 
sad to lose Mr. FORD as a representative in the CongresSp 


He stated, however, that tdie country will benefit 
greatly havin g a man like GERALD FORD as its Vice President. 

[ advised that he would highly recommend Mr. FORD 
for the position of Vice President of the United States and 
could offer no derogatory information concerning him. 
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SOCIAL ACQUAINTANCE 

The following investigation was conducted by SA l I 

I ~l on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, Michigan: 


residing at 

Grand Rapids, Mchlgan, bom |_ 


I Haven B ush Company. 

L telephon e number I L 


y in Chicago, Illinois, 


was Interview ed in rega rds to his past and present association ^d.th 
GERALD FORD. I H advised that he has knovm GERALD FORD on a 

casual, social and political basis since 1928 when they attended 
high school together in Grand Rapids. He stated that he was a 
volunteer for GERALD FORD from 1948 to 1965 with the job of soliciting 
financial contributions for the campaigns of GERALD FORD. He stated 
that his responsibility was to contact private citizens soliciting 
contributions ranging from $25.00 to $100.00. He stated since 1965 
he has stopped this activity due to the fadt that he suffered a rather 
severe heart attack. 


I ~l stated that he does maintain a social relationship 

with Mr. FORD at the Kent Country C lub wiiere he plays golf with Mr. FORD 
on occasions; therefore, since 1965 1 I relationship with Mr. 

FORD has been strictly on a social basis. 

I ~| advised that from the time that he has known 

Mr. FORD beginning in 1928 to present, he has never observed any 
derogatory information concerning Mr. FORD's activities whether political 
or social. 


He described Mr. FORD as being a 100 percent honest in- 
dividual and he has on many occasions observed Mr. FORD placing the 
country's interest above his own. He stated he is a dedicated American 
with consistent ideals possessing physical vigor and a man of great 
integrity. He stated that during the early sixties he was very 
sympathetic with the civil rights movement and the civil rights Ideals 
of President KENNEDY and President JOHNSON. I I advised he has 

only favorable Informaticm concerning Hr. FORD's morals, associates, . 
loyalty, and his civil rights attitudes. 

In conclusion, | ~| recommended Mr. FORD very highly 

for the position of Vice President. 
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The fo llowing investigation was conducted by 
SA I "I on October 17, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: 


[ 


J Greater Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that he 


knows appointee GERALD R. FORD personally and sees him at 
least once a year at a chamber of commerce dinner in his 
honor. He advised that Mr. FORD was a member of the Grand 
Rapids chamber of commerce from 1948 until March of 1961. 


I I advised that Mr. FORD is of the highest 

character and has an outstanding reputation in the community. 
He advised that his loyalty is ‘'ingrained in him like his 
life's blood" and his associates and friends are of the 
highest quality. He advised that he truely believes mc. 

FORD will be an outstanding vice president. 


I advised that as far as he knows, 

FX)RD was a strong civil rights advocate and that he had a 
"down to earth quality" as an attorney. 
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ASSOCIATES 

The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I I on October 17 , 1973, at Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: 


I I located at | I , 

Grand Rapids, residing at I I , Grand Rapids, 

stated that he has known GERALD FORD since high school in the late 
twenties and would consider GERALD FORD a casual social 
acquaintance. 

I I stated that his casual social acquaintance 

has been coupled with intermittent political contacts which 
were of small consequence. One of these political contacts 
occurred when, representing a client, he forwarded several 
pieces of correspondence to GERAL D FORD as a Co ngressman 
regarding several interviews with I I dealing wilA tax 

legislation. Also approximately .15 years ago, I I 

advised that he handled a bank account for GERALD FORD consisting 
of approximately $500.00, which dealt with a news letter 
published by GERALD FORD' s political operation. The handling 
of this account consisted of payment of printing bills and 
dissemination of tdiis news letter. 

I I advised that throughout his years of both 

political and social contacts with Mr. FORD and his family, 
he has observed nothing unfavorable relative to Mr. FORD or 
his activities. 

He characterized Mr. FORD as possessing high 
integrity a nd high morals and is indeed a most likable person. 

I I stated that he has been located in the Grand Rapids 

area his entire life and knew nothing to question the character 
or reputation of GERALD FORD. 

I I advised that he has been | ~| 

the Michigan Bankers Association for several years and, to the 
best of his knowledge, he has never seen funds transferred from 
the Michigan Bankers Association to any orgeinization connected 
with GERALD FORD. However, he did state that the Michigaui Bank 
Political Action Committee was in the habit of making contri- 
butions to political candidates and GERALD FORD may have received 
some money from this organization. This organization, however, 
made public all of its contributions. 
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]said he knew of no unfavorable information 


pertaining to the loyalty, integrity, asso ciates, civi l rights 


] recommended 


attitudes, and reputation of GERALD FORD. 

Mr. FORD for the position of Vice President with the highest 
of regards. 



468 




DE 161-1355 
AJIl/srd - 1 


• ORGANIZATIONS 

Ihe followi ng investigation was conducted by 
SA | H on October 17, 1973: 

AT GRAND RAPIDS, MICH IGAN: 

^ l_ ^ . i Bookkeeper. Kent Country Club, 

xurnishscl the following information : 

^ ^ I ~l is currently ~l of the 

Koot Country Club| but ho hsts boon | for a fow months 

and 18 not vary familiar vitb tne membership. The previous 

I I retired and has moved from the Grand Rapids 

area. 

The Kent Country Club is primarily a golf and 
social club. There are no written or implied covenants 
restricting membership in the club as to race, sex, 
color, or creed. 

GERAU) R. FORD has been a member of the Kent 
Country Club for at least the past 25 years. There are no 
records available which would show the exact date when 
lir. F(XU) joined the club and his original application has 
been destroyed. Approximately ten years ago, GERALD R. 

F(RU> was made an honorary member and as such, is not 
required to pay dues, etc. The current initiation fee 
for club membership is $2,400 and annual dues and 
assessments are $864.00. Regular members must also pay 
a minimxim restaurant and bar bill of $100.00. GERALD R. 

FORD has only played golf during the- past several years 
at the club at the annual "Invitational" Tournament which 
is held in August. This is the only exposure Mr. FORD 
has had to members of the club and is very popular and 
respected by all. She has known FORD for the past 25 years 
and can only comment favorably concerning his character and 
associations. She could not furnish any derogatory information 
whatsoever concerning Mr. FORD. 
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I L Rent Country 

Club/ furnished the following information: 

• He has known GERALD R. FORD in his capacity as 
I 1 at the Kent Country Club. He knows nothing about 

FORD'S personal, political, or professional life and 
therefore could not comment about Itfr. FORD's character, 
loyalty, associates or ability. GERAU) R. FORD only visits 
Kent Country Club on an annual basis to play in the 
"Invitational" Tournament that is held in August and to 
his knowledge always plays with JOHN P. MIXANOWSKI, the 
current United States Attornpy in Grand Rapids. On the 
golf course, FORD is an even tempered and courteous 
Individual who never loses his composure over the frustrations 
of the game of golf. F(^ appears to be in good p hysical 
condition and is very popular at the club. I I knew of 
no derogatory information concerning FORD and he believed 
FORD has the intelligence and over all ability to be Vice 
President or President of the United States. 

I I Secretary . Kent Country Club, 

advised that she has only been employed at the club for 
approximately six years and during this time saw GERAU) R. 
FORD at the club only at the annual "Invitational" Tournament. 
She advised that she does not know him personally, but in 
all of her conversations with members that are acquainted 
with FORD, has only heard complimentary remarks and no 
derogatory information regarding F(M). 
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ORGANIZATIONS 

The following Investigatlcm was conducted by 
SA I r at Grand Rapids , Michigan, on 

October 18, 1973: 

WILLIAM FITZSIMMONS, Chief Deputy, Clerk of 
Court, Kent County, Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised the 
Clerk's Office maintained no copies of financial records 
relating to the Laps or Lithuanians For Ford Conmittee* 
Mr* FITZSIMMONS advised this type of committee is not 
usually required to file financial reports. 


471 


DE 161-1355 
RDC/jas - 1 




ORGANIZATIONS 


Michigan: 


The following investigation was conducted by 
L on October 19, 1973, at Lansing, 


I I Secretary, Meraber Records 

Section, Michigan Farm Bureau Headquarters, 7373 West 
Saginaw, Lansing, Michigan, advised GERALD R. FCSID has 
been a menber of the Michigan Farm Bureau since 1950, 
and has paid his membership dues throxigh 1974. 

I I advised there are no membership 

restrictions to the Michigan Farm Bureau, and that 
Michigan Farm Bureau does not discriminate against any 
Individual who wishes to join* 

Mr. FORD is a menber in good standing. 
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The following investigation wa s conducted at 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, by Special Agent I 
on October 16, 1973: 


Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that she has be en a neighbor 
of the RICHARD A, FORD family for five years, I U 

stated that Mr, FORD and his family live at 1547 Woodcl iff Drive, 
East Grand Rapids, Michigan, She could provide no derogatory 
information regarding Mr, RICHARD A, FORD and his family. 
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The following investigation was conducted by_Special 
Agent I \ at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 

16, 1973: 

I I I ~| Grand 

Raoids, Michigan, was interviewed regarding | ^ I , 

I L Mr. THOMAS FORD of 900 Pinecrest Avenue SE, Grand 

Rapids, Michigan. He furnished the following information: 


X He has known FORD for approximately seven years 

during which time, Mr. FORD has resided at 900 Pinecrest 
Avenue SE, and continues to reside there. He advised that 
Mr. FORD has enjoyed an excellent reputation and has bean 
considered to be a fine upstanding citizen who is completely 
loyal to his country. He further advised that THOMAS FORD s 
associates are upstanding individuals and he did not know 
of any derogatory information regarding THOMAS FORD or his 
brother, Mr. GERALD FORD. 
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The following investi gation was conducted by 
special Agent I „ Grand Rapids, Michigan, 

on October 16, 1973s 


Michigan, 

Dr. JAMES F. FORD of 1059 idema, southeast. Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, she stated that Dr. JAMES F. FORD currently re- 
sides at 1059 Idema, southeast. Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
he has an excellent reputation as an outstanding loyal 
itfnerican of high moral character, she also said that Mr. 
FORD associates with decent people and she could npt think 
of any derogatory information regarding JAMES F. FORD, or 
his brother, appointee, GERALD FORD. 
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CMIDIT 


The followi ng investigation was condueted by 
SA I I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 

17, 1973: 

I I, Merchants Service Bureau, 190 Monroe, 

Northwest, Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised his office has a 
record for GERALD R, FORD, JR., dating back to May, 1940. 

His records indicate that in May, 1940, Mr. FORD resided at 
1011 Santa Cruz, Southeast, Grand Rapids; in 1948, he resided 
at 330 Washington, Southeast, Grand Rapids, and since July, 

1950, he has maintained a residence at 1624 Sherman' Southeast, 
Grand Rapids. His records indicate Mr. FCRD resided at 2500 
Que Street, Washington, D.C., and since June, 1959, has 
maintained a residence at 514 Crown View Drive, Alexandria, 
Virginia. 

. ■ . ■ ■ * 

I I records indicate that as of May, 1940, 

Mr. FORD was a student at Yale University and a coach of the 
varsity football team at that university. In June, 1941, 

Mr. FORD was admitted to the Grand Rapids Bar Assoication and 
in July, 1941, a co-partnership was formed between GERALD R. 
FORD, JR., and PHILIP BUCHEN. This partnership was discontinued 
in April, 1963. 

In April, 1942, Mr. FORD was a member of the United 
States Navy and was discharged as a Lieutenant Coiranander. - 

In 1946, Mr. FORD was employed by the law firm of 
Butterfield, Kliney and Amberg. In January, . 1951, the name 
of this law firm was changed to Amberg, Law and Buchen. The 
full names of AMBERG and LAW are JULIUS H. AMBERG and R. DALE 
LAW., 

In September, 1948, an assumed name was filed by Mr. 
FORD, JOHN B. MARTIN, JR., A. ROBERT KLIN ERY and ROBERT W. 

DILLEY as "All Veteran Housing Caranittee". 
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In April, 1962, a co-partnership was filed by 
PHILIP W. BUCHEN and Mr. GERALD R. FKU) as attorneys at 425 
Cherry, Southeast, Grand Rapids. 

I I advised that Mr. GERALD R. FORD, JR., was 

bom J uly 14, 1913, and is married to ELIZABETH L. BLOOMER. 

l advlsed that his files contain no record of any credit 
activities by FORD. 



/ 
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Driving Record 

The following i nvestigation was conducted 
by SA l I on October 16, 1973, at Lansing, 

Michigan; 

I I Supervisor, Driver Services 

Division, Michigan Secretary of State, advised GERALD R. 
FORD, bom July 14, 1913, has Michigan operators license 
F 630-275-751-557, which shows his address as 1624 Sherman 
Street, SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan. He is restricted to 
corrective lenses. On September 30, 1970, Mr. FORD was 
issued a citation for ’’fail to signal and/or observe"? 
no disposition shown at Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
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The following investigation was conducted at Grand 
Rapids,* Michigan, by SA l I on October 17, 1973; 

I [ Office Manager, 61st District Court, 

telephone nimiber I ir ~Hisplaved receipt number 16966 for 

$12.00 for traffic citation number E56557, violation 7 (inter- 
ference), and circumstances regarding the aforementioned violation 
by GERALD RUDOLPH FORD, date of birth July 14, 1913, dated 
September 29, 1970, for the City of Grand Rapids, County of 
Kent, stat e of Michigan, Offense Code 2273. In addition, 

I ~| furnished a copy of the officers notes regarding 

the violation. A copy of the aforementioned documents are 
attached hereto. 
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^ The followi ng investigation was conducted by 

SA I I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 

October 17, 1973; 

I L Identification Bu reau, Gran d 

Rapids, Michigan, Police Department, and I I 

I 1. Identification Bureau, Kent County Sheriff's 

Office, Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised their offices 
have no arrest records identifiable with GERALD R. FORD 
JR. . I I THOMAS FORD, I 
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ARREST CHECKS 

The following investigation was conducted by 

SA| , I on October 17 , 1973, at Lansing, 

Michigan: 

Lieutenant | L Michigan State Police 

Headquarters, East Lansing, Michigan, advised a complete 
search of files contained by the Michigan State Police 
does not reflect an arres t record for appointee, GERALD R. 
FORD. ^ Lieutenant I ^ ^ 1 advised only. one reference in the 

Identification Division was available reflecting Mr. FORD 
was fingerprinted by the Grand Rapids, Michigan, Police . 
Department in January, 1942. The fingerprint card revealed 
Mr, FORD was an auxiliary policeman for the Grand' Rapids 
Police Department, 



DE 161-1355 
MLC/js/KAB - 1 


CRIMINAL 


On October 16, 1973, the following agencies 
were contacted regarding appointee ' s brother , THOMAS G . 
FORD, SR., and no identifiable information was revealed 
from their files: 


Identification Division 
Michigan State Police Headquarters 

Lansing, Michigan '*^6 

b7C 

I L Criminal Records, 

East Lansing, Michigan, Police Department 


Criminal Records 

Lansing, Michigan, Police Department 
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NEWS MEDIA 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA I ~| and SA BRUCE E. ELLAVSKY at 

Pontiac, Michigan, on October 17, 1973: 

- ■ NIEL J. MUimO, Managing Editor, "Oakland Press" 
newspaper, a daily publication in Pontiac, Michigan, advised 
he has kno^'m the appointee since 1961, when he (lIUl^RO) was 
Sunday Editor for the "Grand Rapids Press", a daily 
newspaper in Grand Rapids, Michigan. MUNRO stated the 
appointee v/as a "plodding" type of politician, who generally 
follov 7 ed the Republican Party line on all issues and 
generally represented his constituency well in Congress. 

MUNRO stated he considered the appointee an 
honest man of fine reputation and character with high 
morals. Hov/ever, MUl^RO stated that the appointee does 
not have the "intellectual horsepower for the Presidency" 
and that on two occasions in particular, the appointee 
used bad judgment in business dealings in Grand Rapids 
during 1964, or 1965. 

The appointee, after serving on the I?arren 
Commission, co-authored a book entitled, Portrait of an 
Assassin with JACK SKII JLBS (pho netic) , a local Grand Rapids 
realtor. I^TWRO stated F I in 1971. was arrested for 

a disturbance in a local Grand Rapids bar and reportedly 
threw a "shot glass" at the arresting officers and was 
incarcerated in the Kent County Jail. MUNRO stated that 
the appointee v/as criticized in the local Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, press for attempting to reap financial gain 
from his position on the Warren Commission through the 
publication of the above mentioned book. 

liUNRO additionally stated that the appointee 
in 1964 - 1965 was appointed to the Board of Directors of, 
the Old Kent Bank and Trust in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
without any prior experience in the banking business. 
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MUNRO stated that the above bank was only attempting to 
’’gain influence with individuals in high places" by 
appointing Mr. FORD to the Board of Directors of tne 
bank. Mr. FORD resigned the position with the bank a 
few days after his appointment. 

MUNRO stated he knows of no additional derogatory 
information regarding the appointee, and that he considered 
the appointee V7ell qualified for the United States House 
of Representatives, but that he has strong reservations 
regarding the appointee holding a higher position in the 
Government of the United States. 
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The followin g investigation was conducted by SA 

I on October 18, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 

Michigan! 

Mr, GEORGE SIETSEMA, Branch Manager, Wyoming 
Office, Michigan Department of State, 3884 South Division, 

Grand ^pids, Michigan, telephone number 534-5266, advised 
he has known Mr. FORD as a political opponent for over 25 years 
SIETSEMA advised he is a registered Democrat and extremely 
active in the local Democratic Committee and has held elected 
positions as a Democrat; the most recent being that of a 
Supervisor of ityoming Township, 

SIETSEMA advised he would not recommend Mr. FORD 
for the position of Vice President, inasmuch as he was a 
political opponent, but this was the only reason, 

SIETSEMA stated that Mr, FORD's character, loyalty, 
and associates were all excellent. He admitted that Mr. FORD's 
reputation in the local area was outstanding to the point of 
making him unbeatable politically, SIETSEMA advised that he 
had no knowledge of Mr, FORD's legal abilities other than he 
was an attorney and he had no knowledge concerning Mr. FORD' s 
stand on civil rights. 

SIETSEMA advised that over the past years, there 
have only been two instances regarding GERALD FORD that could 
be construed as derogatory. 

The first was back around 1955, when a complaint 
had been filed with the Michigan Water Resources Commission 
regarding pollution of a drainage ditch kno\m as Silver Creek 
by the Ford Paint and Varnish Company. According to the 
rumor, the Water Commission investigated the matter and chose' 
not to take any action because Mr. FORD was a stockholder in 
the Paint and Varnish Company, 

The other rumor concerning Mr. FORD concerns a 
supposed first marriage while he was still attending college. 

It consisted of the fact that he married a young lady who 
subsequently financed his education and who was subsequently 
divorced from Mr. FORD after his graduation from school. 
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SIETSEMA advised that this latest rumor was new and he could 
not attribute it to any specific individual. He had overheard 
the rumor while at the October 11, 1973, Democratic Fund 
Raising Dinner at Aquinas College. 

SIETSEMA further advised that he knew of no other 
derogatory infoimiation concerning Mr. FORD and further stated 
that both of the above rumors were just that, and that he 
had no substantiation for either of them. 
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The followin g investigation was conducted by SA 

I I at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 

19, 1973: . , 

I Water 

Resources Coniiniss ion. District 3, 4056 Plainfield, advised 
that he has known GERALD R. FORD, for over 20 years on 
a professional basis. In this period of time, they have 
served on nuiaerous environmental commissions and on various 
panels concerning the conservation of natural resources. In 
this period of time, Mr. FORD ^s conducted himself in a thorough- 
ly professional manner displaying an understand!^ for the 
problems of environmental protection in association with the 
problems of industrial production. 

I I advised that he has been with the Water 

Resources Commission for 25 years in the Grand Rapids area 
and in this period of time, there has never been a complaint 
against the Ford Paint and Varnish Company, nor any complaint 
associating that firm with the Silver Creek drainage ditch. 

The Paint Company is not located around or near the drainage 
ditch and in the past 25 years, has never used it in any way 
for the disposal of their industrial waste. The Silver 
Creek drainage ditch originates in East Grand Rapids and runs 
through the southern part of Grand Rapids and the northern 
portion of Wyoming, Michigan. It is a completely enclosed 
storm sewer facility, measuring eleven feet in diameter from 
most of its length and is completely enclosed and buried. 


J[n his 25 years with the Water Resources Commission, 

I I has never encountered any type of pressure from Mr. 

FORD in any way. 


I I advised that based upon his knowledge of 

Mr, FORD, he would not hesitate to recommend him for the position 
of Vice President of the United States. He knows nothing of an 
unfavorable nature concerning Mr, FORD, His character, rep- 
utation, loyalty, associates and morals have always been of the 
highest level, and completely above reproach. 


advised that he had no knowledge w hatsoever 
relative to Mr. FORD's campaign financing. I I said he 

is aware of the fact that Mr. FORD is an attorney, but is under 
the impression that he has had very little, if any, practice in 
the field of law. 
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investigation was conducted by 
on October 18, 1973, at 


- . . — — , , Water Resources 

Commission, Grand Rapids, Michigan, advised that he does 
not know GERALD R, FORD, JR. except by reputation. He 
further advised that he is not familiar with any complaint 
regarding the Silver Creek drainage ditch or any complaint 
against the Ford Paint and Varnish Company. 

I ^ , ~l advised that he had personally searched 
the files of the Water Resources Commission as far back as 
1950, without finding any reference, file, or other communi- 
cation regarding any investigation or action taken against 
either Ford Paint and Varnish Company or on a drainage ditch 
known as Silver Creek. 
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SA[ 


The following i nvestigation was conducted by 

I on October 17, 1973, at Lansing, 


Michigan: 

Senator WILLIAM S. BALLENGER, Republican, District 
30, Lansing, Michigan, advised that he had a political 
acquaintance with GERALD R. FORD. He stated that the only 
negative information that had ever come to his attention was 
an incident in 1967 or 1968 when it was determined that 
GERALD FORD was a director for the Old Kent Bank, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan. He stated that FORD was accused of a 
conflict of interest and resigned his directorship. Mr. 
BALLENGER further advised that he had read a book entitled, 
"Washington Pay-Off", by author ROBERT WINNERBERGER (phonetic) , 
in which certain derogatory statements were made concerning 
FORD. He stated that the only information he had heard 
other than that above, had been excellent regarding FORD's 
character and reputation in his community of Grand Rapids 
and his associates. 
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The fo llowing investigation was conducted by 
SA I I on October 17, 1973, at Holland, Michigan; 

I [ Holland, business 

telephone nimber I I advised that he was aware of a 

book entitled "The Washington Payoff" written by a ROBERT 
WINTER-BERGER alleging a $1.000. 00 payment to I I 

I I I stated that he was contacted 

by I I for a letter of int roduction to Congressman 

GERALD R. FORD, JR. I ~l ind icated to I I 

that she had a cli ent who I I later learned was 

Iwho wished to meet Mr. FORD because he, 

I knew some peop le who want ed to contribute 

to the Republican campaign fund. I I stated tlmt he 

did wr ite a lette r which he has since seen in a verbatim 
form. I I further stated that the book contained a 

reference to I I who was supposed to have 

been quite we althvJ advised that this was not 

true and that I I 


I I has consulted with r [ regarding 

the. alleged $1.0 00.00 payment and s he has denied receiving 
any paymen t from I I for the in troduction to 

Mr. F ORD. F I has advised I I that the letter 

vdiichl I wrote was stolen b\n I from 

I T Tiles. 

I ~l has only met | [ once in 

his life and that was at the fund raisin g dinner referred to 
in Mr. WINTER-BERGER' s book. I I stated t hat the 

story regarding conversation between himself and! - 

I I Mr. FOR D, and RICHARD NIXON is completely false and 

he J 1ha s never spoken to Mr. NIXON in his entire 

lire. I ^ stated that his recollection of the contact 

with Mr. FORD was that this brief contact did occur following 
the speeches at the fund raising dinner. Mr. NIXON was not 
present for the dinner but appeared for a speech and immediately 
departed the auditorium after his speech. I I stated 

that the alleged conversation regarding a lobbyist from 
General Electric was false inasmuch as Mr. NIXON did not 
confer with anyone following his speech. 
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n also stated t 


hat the alleged refer ence 


Idid 


by Mr. FORD to his ^!good friend' ,1 

not occur and he could not recall l 

name being ment ioned by anyo ne who made a speech at that 
dinner. It was I I personal , opinion t hat the book 

J characterized 


was written for the '’fast buck*’ and . 
the book as "sensationalism at its worst”. 


I 


]was a professional name used by 

J when she was employed by a publ ic relations 


firm in Nev7 York City, New York, the name of which] 

- • 11 I ' ' I • • * J J 1 


could not recall. 


and resides in 


±s now married and is[ 

‘I I 


I I advised that he has known appointee 

since their high school days and considers him a good 
personal friend. I felt that appointee was a very 

competent attorney when he was in private practice and he_ 

feels, that appointee is a loyal and patriotic American. I I 

I I knew of" nothing derogatory regarding appointee or 
his family and he advised that appointee's character, reputation 
and morals are of the highest caliber. 
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ASSOCIATES 

The following investigation was conducted by SA 

I, at Grand Rapids, Michigan, on October 

17, 1073: 


I L Grand Rapids, 

advised that he noved to Grand Rapids in 1964 after g raduat ing 
fron the G eorge Washingt on University Law School* In I t »t 
the age of I tl n was nominated by the Democratic Party 

to oppose the appointee in the United States Congressional race. 

I I advised that he was sou ndly defeated by the appointee 

during this election. I l advised that although he and 

the appointee were political opponents he h*>d only the highest 
personal regard and admiration for the appointee* This campaign 
was limited to the issues and differences of personality were 
never a part of the campaign* 

I I pointed out that inasmuch as he did not move 

to the Grand Rapids area until 1964, he could not comment on 
the appointee's reputation or qualifications as an attorney* 

I I does not know who the appointee's close 

friends aie. I I stated that in recent years due to 

his heavy resjj^nsibilities in Washington, D*C,, the appointee 
has spent very little time in the Grand Rapids area and is 
actually a stranger to most of his constituency* 

p^ir<" gr [ campaign against the appointee, 

I I heard a rumor to the effect that the appointee owns, 

stock in the Ford Paint Company which is a corporation owned by 
his family* According to rumors circulated by low echelon 
labor leaders in the Democratic Party, the appointee owned 
stock in the company and as a result of Government contracts 
which specified the Ford paints he made quite a lot of money* 
Although I I cannot recall the exact source of these rumors 

he does recall that at the time he did not consider the rumors 
to be reliable* 
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and he did not attempt in anyway 
the matter. 


to investigate or pursue 


feels that the appointee's nomination is 


an excellent choice and he feels th appointee is fully 
qualified to become President should the need arise. 


It is 


] understanding that the appointee, 


if confirmed, does not plan to Involve himself in the selection 
of his successor in Congress. 


Although 


. stated that he could not specifically 

discuss the appointee's view on Civil Rights, it is his opinion 
that the appointee follows what h e would ch aracterize as 
" the raodercte Republican line I I believes that the 

appointee enjoys an excellent reputation with Blacks and other 
minority persons in the Grand Rapids area. 
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Michigan: 


The following investigation was conducted by SA 
~1 on October 19, 1973, at Grand Rapids, 


Paint Conmany, Spring Avenue, urana Kapias, nicnigan, 

advised t^t be has been employed by the'Kooi Company for 

over ten years in the position of I [ I 

stated that in his job he has contact with nearly all of the 
major paint manufacturers and contractors in western, Michigan, 
although his company has not been awarded any recent govern- 
ment contracts, He stated that because of his vast business 
dealings with other paint contractors, he would most certainly 
be aware of any allegations regarding possible political 
favoritism by GERALD R. FORD in the area of paint contracting. 

I I advised he has never heard such aliegations and tc 

the best of his knowledge, GERALD R. FORD has been fair in his 
dealings with all businessmen in western Michigan. 

In conclusion, I I stated he believes GERALD 

R. FORD eminently qualified to be appointed to any high 
United States Government position. 


Spring Avenue, 


Kooi Industrial 
pids, Michigan, 
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The followlnp; in vestigation was conducted by 
SA | I at Lansing, Michigan, on October 16, 1973: 

Senator CHARLES 0. ZOLLAR, Republican, District 22, 

Benton Harbor, Michigan, advised that he has known GERALD FORD 
for approximately ten years, and stated that he had never heard 
any derogatory information or rumors or otherwise concerning 
GERALD F®D's character, moral, activities, reputation or 
loyality to the country. He stated, however, that he. had heard 
some years previous through rumor only that GERALD FORD had a 
previous marriage annulled. He stated that he had no basis of 
fact for this rumor and was providing it only as the only 
derogatory information he has ever heard connected with the 
FORD family. 

It is to be noted that the appointee's brother, 

RICHARD FORD, under the caption ”B>ployment/' advised that 
appointee has never been married except to his present wife. 
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I The -oll owing investigation wa s conducted by SAs ^ ^ 

I and I I at Grand Rapids , 

Michigan, on October 17, 1973; 

Fifth 

Congressional District Democratic Committee. 150 8 McKav 
Towers, Gran d Rapids , Michigan , telephone n um ber I ~l 

home address r v Grand Rapids, telephone number 

I I said that he has known Congressman FORD socially 

and professionally since 1946, and that h e was act ive in the 
appointee's 1948 Congressional Campaign. I I said that 

appoint ee had a political parting of the ways in 
1957 when | 1 became active in the Democratic Party, 

, I, said he liked and respected the appointee 

and felt him to be a man of high personal integrity. He 
said, however, that he did not believe that Mr, FORD was 
capable of assuming the Presidency (should the occasion arise) 
because of a lack of perceptiveness and judgment. | I 

said ^ he believed that the appointee was deficient in these 
qualities for two primary reasons. First, he objected to the 
appointee s alleged actions in preventing an investigation 
by the House Banking and Currency Committee of the Watergate 
break-in during the course of the 1972 Presidential Campaign. 
Secondly, he questioned Mr. FORD's judgment in helping to 
secqye a job in the Treasury Department for G. GORDON LIDDY, 

I 1 proyided the following docuinents in support of these 

allegations; . 

1. Article by MAURY DE JONGE, "Grand Rapids Press." 

July 2, 1973. 

2. Editorial Page, "Grand Rapids Press," July 15, ’ 

3. Article by RAY STEPHENS, "Grand Rapids Pfess". 

June 26, 1973. / 

* 

4. Article by ROBERT LEWIS, "Grand Rapids -Press," 

5. ^ Grand Rapids Press Bureau Report, page 6A. 

Grand Rapids Press," July 1, 1973. 


498 






:b7C 


DE 161-1355 
PWH/pjk/mmr - 2 


6. Article by J. F. TER HORST, page 16A, 
."The Detroit News," July 31, 1973. 

7. KLEINER'S Statement at a July 2, 1973, 
press conference at the Pantlind Hotel, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. 


[ I also said that he had recently been contacted 

by I I the "New York 

Times," who incm ired whether he had any knowledge of I ~l 

I "1 of the Union Bank, Grand Rapids, charging 

excessive interest rates an d whethe r the ap pointee h ad ever 
interceded in Washington on I I behalf . I 1 said he had 

absolutely no knowledge of any such dealings and told the same 

to I I 




( Mttunt CH|>plii9 In Spoe« B«low) 

^emocrals Clii 


'.Bord on ' ^7ater 


,C-vV 


Bjr Maui\ Dejonge ^ 

Rep. Gerald R. Ford was challenged 
^londay by the chairman of the Fifth 
Districf'-Democratic Organization to re- 
spond to the testimony of John Dean that 
Ford stalled a Congressional investigation 
of Watergate last fall at the request of the 
Whi te House. . 

1116 challenge was issued fay A. Robert 
Kleiner, (Ustrict chairman, who held a 
news conference ait the Pantlind Hotel.' 

"WE ARE the loyal opposition, and if we 
didn't speak out we would be remiss in our 
responsibility," Kleiner declared. “We are 
going to^organize and do everything in 1974 
to See that the poeple who tolerate this 
action rWatergate burglary) are not 
elected to office.” . 

Kleiner said that under oath, f'and with 
an offer to take a lie-detector test,” Dean, 
former legal adviser to President Richard 
M. Nixon, "has accused Gerry Ford of 
stalling a Congressional investigation of 
Watergate at the request of the Vt'hite 
Ho'ise during last fall’s presidential eiec- 
tion." - . ■ . 

RES.OONDING TO that Charge, Ford 
said that bn Oct. 3, 1972, the House Banking 


and Currency Committe e voted 23 to 15 
against the investigadoa 

“AU 14 Republican members of the 
committee voted against the propcsed 
investigation;” he continued, "bat so did 
six Democrats.” Ford said if the six had 
voted to proceed with the investigotion, 
“the vote would have been 21 to 14 to go 
ahead with the probe. 

“It is therefore ridiculous for Fif± 
District Democrats— or for that matter, for 
Democrats anywhere— to charge that Re- 
publicans blocked an investigarlon of 
Watergate by -the House Banmking and 
Currency Committee." 

Kleiner said Ford’s respnse to Dean’s 
diarge is only that Dean “is not correct” 
and “to the, best of my recollection, the 
White House never talked to me about this 
matter. Either John Dean or .Mr. Ford is 
not telling the truth. They can’t both be 
right.” 

Kleiner said Ford “should, and we 
challenge him to voluntarily appear before 
the Senate Ervin Committee and testify 
under oath as to the facts surrounding his 
activities in stopping the investigatiim last 
fall.” 


LgS’ 
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THE OiSTniOt vliairn^ said inore- 
ttan Watergate would be iovolved in the 
1974 congressional campaign. He cited 
•^lice^te acti«ties" of the administra- 
tion. and said some Republicans have 
called the Democratic organisation in . 
search of support if they should choose to 
run against Ford in a^primary comapign.' 

Kleiner said that whoever the Democra- 
dc candidate is “it will be a person of whom 
we can be proud.” Democrats have had. 
difficulties inreceht campaigns to Rndd- 
candidate ro run against Ford. 

He aisochallei:ged Ford to tell thepeople 
“why he has not e.vpressed one word of, 
concern about the unmoral and unconstitu-. 
tional acts of Mr. Nixon and the ^liite 
House gang, and I um that word ad-- 
visedly.” . ; - 

Oth^ unconstitutional acts cited, by 
Kleiner are: Establishment of a National 
Surveillance Agency to “violate” the 
constitutional rights of U.S. citizens: the 
White House “plumbers” who stole docu-: 
ments dom Dr. Daniel Ellsberg’s physi- 
cian; drailation of falsedQCuments.about 
the morals of Democratic presldehtia^ 
candidates: conpilia^a list Of political 
“enemies” and the use of the Internal 


Revfee^fvice axid otMrf^eral agen- 
cies- to harrassuacdAQ&midate.mem^^ 

KLEI MEB also cit^ White House spend- 
ing of S2 million in cash for various “illegal 
schemes; having the acting director of the 
FBI dwtroy evidence: ordering the CIA to 
delay an 'FBI investigation, and the' 
promise of executive clemency in an effort 
“*to buy perjuiy and obstruct justice” 

Kleiner said that Ford “has continued in 
his roie as concessional errand boy amt 
apologist for the corrupt Nixon 
Admin^tratibn.- 

Ford said an investigation “would have 
interferred with the proper prosecution of. 
the.suspects arrested in connection with.the 
Watergate larealt-iK smd would have ban 
interpret^ as infringing on their constitu- 
tional right to a fair trial.” 

Fwd said the White House “ifid not even' 
discuss this matter mth me in. advance of 
the Oct. 2 noee^ of the Baiildng and 
Currency Committee,” . 

. “For anyone to try to tie me in with 
Watergatebecause ctf the voteOct. 3, 1972 . . 
.. against an investigation of Watergate is 
utieriy -ridiculous.. Such charges are a 
- complete fabricatipn without any basis in 
fact.” Ford declare, - -- 


sot 




(Mount Clipping In Spoce Below) 


Retr. Brov/n and 


Wstemate 


Porhnpri U.fi.nop. Gnrry Brown of 
Sclii'lr’roil d o'll pi'ofr .'U (oo iiiucii. 

Til” ro!i;;i r .Nin.'tn s nnnio Iins hocn 
floolin-; nil (Ik- frii),;;os of (lie W.'ifor- 
fiolc oli.iir ;;iii('c o.'irly f.iil when 
(fio lloii'so Hoiildiif; and Cnrronoy 
Coniniidro vofrd ^O-ISacainsthnidin/j 
a pnlilir fi-'niiiif; on the fnirnlary 
inci(l'‘ii( and por-sihlo inoRuIarilios in 
the finoiicin;; of I’rcsidont Nixon’s 
rccloclioii rainpaifjii. 

Accnrdinn to Conf/i'cssionol Quar- 
terly at flic time. “Oppordfion to the 
hoariiy;'; wa;; h'd hy rommidno nioin- 
l;''is (/‘ irry Hiiuvh, wiio acl;novi'|i li/'c 
(ho sii|t(mi I (rf ihe.ln.'dirc Ucjinriincnt 
bill di'iiicd tlic. White House counsel 
Jolin r’i-an said "Brown had indicated 
his willin/'ness to assist” the While 
Mouse in efforts to head off an 
inveslinj’.'ilioii by the Mouse com- 
mittee. 

Brown, undcndandably upset over 
the efioels of .studi unanswered tes- 
timony pH the folks hack home, lias 
issued slroiif; tk'iiials dial the While 
Moose pressured his vole in any way. 
*i'lie coiiy.tessman has bi'en sockin/t in 
vain to appivir lieforc Sen. Sam 
I'-rvin’s coinmillcc to refute Doan's 
tesliiiinny. . . . 

However, insd'adof rcstinpliiscase 
with a fl.il denial and repaled plea to 
offer sworn (ei.limoiiy, Brown iiov/ lias 
taken to e :pl;’iiiiii!: his vole and, in 
ieliO';|’!'el, lirileiii/MMi lll(•(■<•l f.iiiiy of 
liis earlkr I'lMivielioiis. fii sodoini; he 
is seriously wejikeiiiiip, (lis defniia;. 


The meal o niie mai ler — wIicIIkt 
die Ailmjiii.sli ,'ijioii j||(>}';i| means 
dr oh. duet and cloak the Wafer/iale 
ii)vr:;f'';;i(ioii iinlilatterUieMovemher 
|'’esid('nlial election-- is I’eliated 
(lirictly to iIk; Brown eofilrovor.sy. 

'I hat. Mieli a ('overii|i pKik place has 
since been coiirirmed hy testimony 
from White I loii.se officials iiieludiiif;, 
most receiilly, JoIin Miteliell. Tlie 
Mouse cornmidpe was llie la;:l lioix* t 
or l.•v:( fliie.'it, d<'|iaiHliiip on hovv you 

leek ;ii j| Pi |,•nl||(•|| a major 

•'iMi/;i<’ssloii.il ioveidi/i.alioii of W.iti’i'- 
/'.alelieofi e the elect ion, .•iiiiMliei efore 
IIDI ’inolivafioii 10 kifi off fini alleiiiiif 
was /treat. 

Brown now malies a fjond (l(*al out of 
bis fc.'os tliaf a lloii.'K* invest i/;;il ion 
veiiM dlM iipl ei Imln.il court .'H'Iioo In 

■ 'VwL' I'jl ^ I*-*.,, 
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t IP tnoRt,Jii(ni'y:yp, ohjcrlivc nnd 
llioronnii ... in niatiy yo.'irs. rcnrimi/; 

Oiil In cilicn ,'i|| ;icinr;,s dm Unilcd’ 
Sinfi's as v.'oli as itifo fnroi/’ii ('oun- 
lik's U was .'ijjparnil to ovorytinc 
lll.•u dm tliislicp |)!'|.arfiimnl hadn’t 
evoii ;;()Upn closo to findiii/; out who 
audiorizod and fiiiaimod dm hrcak-in, 
and it wasn’t about to piirsim llio 
maflor. 

Tliat Hrown was so ('ayor to buy that 
ludicrous lino from Kioindienst, in- 
stead of oxccrdsinf; dm least iiuif'pcnd 
dent ohservaMoii aiifi jiifl/air'nt, 
ktifu'lts for a luiip his ptesi'iil elaiin 
that ho considi'i'cd (ho proposed 
HanIcinR Connnidco investipation 
“blaUsiliy political.” 

Knrlher, Hrowii now explains that 

My po.sition would have l)fen dilf(“?‘- 

ent if I knew prior lo (he Oct. 3 
cojruniftce vole what I know now. The 
coniniilhm probably should I'avepone 
ahead witli die iiivi’sli.p.alion.” 

If Brown had Iks'ii payinp adontinn, 
he would hav<' known, prior to Oct, ;i, 
that a Miami film proci'ssor had* 
adinidefl li.'indlinp plioloprapfis of 
Denioci alie lii'ad'ifiarler.s doeniii('iit.<i 
for (wo tif die arriv.ted Vi'aler/eifo 
bur/;l;irs; he would have known dial 
James McCord and C. (,’ordnii fJddy, 
hodi employes of (lie Commidre to 
Ite-eleid die l’ie;;id(>n(, had b('oii 
snared red-haiirleil, and ho would have 
known lli.il dm V/a.sliinphiti Cost 
plllilisliod llio sloi y lt,;i( While 
llioimy conliollerl by Mileholl and 
collocled by Maiiiioo ‘llaiis liaitbei-ii 
■||.se(l lo p.'iy off Waloip.;ile bnr;;|ai;i. 

T li.'il was lii(‘ infoi iiialion already 
nvailalili* III Brown wlo ii lio lielped In 
lead dm f-b.'irpe lo slop die |(on;m 
infjiiiry. fiiirely it sboiild liave pro- 
Viiji'd .SiiffieieiiLfaot ;i|iil <;u.';|iieion to 
arouse doulils in an OjN-n mind. 
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Article appearing in The Grand Rapids Press. 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, June 26, 1973, Page 1-E . 


DEAR'S TESTIMONY DISPUTES BROITN 
BY RAY STEPHENS 

WASHINGTON” John W, Dean III testified Monday that 
Rep. Garry Brown, R. Schoolcraft, and House Republican leaders 
acted at the behest of the White House in blockiig a congress 
sional investigation of Watergate durii^ last year's presi- 
dential campaign. 

The former White House counsel named Brown in 
testimony before the Senate Select Committee investigating 
the burglary of Democratic national headquarters at the 
Watergate, and subsequent efforts to cover-up White House 
involvement in the crime. He did not further identify 
"House Republican leaders." < 

Both Brown and House Minority Leader Gerald R. 

Ford, R-Grand Rapids, have previously acknowledged that 
they played leading roles in blocking an investigation by 
¥he "BouSe Hanking and Ciirrency Cmimit tee. 

^ However, they have insisted that they acted upon 

tbelr own In It 1ft tlv6y End they were neither ftsked nor pressured 
by the White House to intervene. 

Reached a few minutes after Dean testified. Brown 
said the former Nixon aide, who was fired last Iftiy 22, was 
cither "Inaccurate or lying," 

Ford issued a statement repeating that the White 
House never approached me about the investigation. 

In his testimony. Dean said that sometime in early to 
mid-August of last year, the White House learned that the Banking 
Committee chairman, Rep. Wright Patman, D-Tex., had ordered his 
staff to begin a preliminary investigation of the Watergate incident. 

"At some point in time during these investigations,'.' 

He said, "Mr. Parkinson was put in touch with Congressman Garry 
Brown, who was a member of the Banking and Currency Committee. 

At that time Parkinson was a legal counsel in the 
Committee to Re-elect the President, and his name has figured 
prominently in various aspects of the Senate investigation." 
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Conflicts with Brown 

snld Brown's version, who 

* «ven known about the Banking Conmlttee probe until 
he heard It on a radio newscast while visiting his district. 

k. **®collection," Dean continued "this 

y ve resulted In discussions between nenbers of the White 

Staff with the Republican members 
Currency Committee to determine who would-be 
tS lsSlit “ the committee and Brown indicated his willingness 

_ . , -P® Sept. 8, Brown sent a letter to the attorney ffeneral 

•** Secretary ot Co—erce 

2- J?®” before the Patman committee, which was in 
zact drafted by Parkinson for Congressaian Brown*'* 

Brown replied that "Dean is inaccurate or Ivinir if h« 

~y. Barklii.on wote that letter. I dlctaiS^i? ^eli“S 

In the letter. Brown sought a Justice Denar tmant nn-tn 4 »» 
to the*rlffhta**if*^ 4 -h®^*^^“®® ^ House committee would be prejudicial 

hreik!lB to “ ?flr truir latefgate 

Klellldlene?^Sd’1^!.“J? **;“*’' ***®" ‘‘‘S'- ®«“- 

KX^naienst and Asst . Atty . Gen . Harry Petersen . who heads the 

Division, tore Mluctant to rlpiriLtoLtely 

**■* o«lci»l9 felt a lotted w^S 

had^o^a^ee."^*'* ***”* ^“ ’’'■“* the hearing, and I frankly 

Discussion with Nixon 

Tt But, when Batman continued to pursue his lnvestiea. 4 ; 4 An 

SSSn^Si SeSr,r‘ I O^c^slon of the toSeJ 

In^Ltfnf wtoreupoB "the White House beoato nore involved 

in dealing with the Patman committee*" 

o vn 4 -~ Ato ’S!*®®?** 2®»^?bairman Patman announced that he would hold 

SJu^teStlfied ***® subpoenas to witnesses,” j 

sSff ®™““ce®ent, the White House congressional 

staff began talking with members of the committee as well as the ^ 

Republican leadership of the House.” as weix as the 


505 


"I began to get liusreasing pressure fr<»i (lomer Attorney 
General John) Mitchell^ Stans, Parkinson and others to get the 
Justice Department to respond to the Sept. 8 letter of Congpressman 
Brown as the vehicle that Congressman Brown could use in persuading 
others not to vote in favor of the subpoenas.” 

The c<Himittee voted 30 to 15 to deny sidipoena power 

Patman. 


Brown again emphasized that the letter was sent Aug. 31. 
Dean referred to it as Brown's "Sept. 8 letter” long before the 
White House meeting. 

Ford's response was that 'Hr. Dean's stataneat is not 

correct." 

"It is inaccurate in that it was the Republican 
aaabers of the Banking and Currency Canmittee who asked me to call 
a meeting so that they could discuss with the House Republican 
leadership the situation in the full canmittee, ” Ford said. 

'To the best of my recollection, the White House never 
talked to me about this matter.” 


m 
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By ROBERT LEWIS 

(Grflri^ rrRTS fcyr^w) 

WA*)v]INGTOiN*--Two Mic)i(j;an con- 
pof-^r^oa wlif) pbyixl key roies 'last fr^li 
in blocking a lionce invernigation of the 
Wntergiite ease eontinned lo insist Wed- 
nesday that they acted on iheir owti in= 
tialive and not rresident Nixon's. 

John Dean, the former While Hoiit'o 
coimsci, reportedly iias told Senate ini 
vostigolons (i)at Nixon insinjciod his 
chiof eongreriidonal liaison officer, Wii- 
lia*n Timmons, to stn!i a Watergate in- 
vosligation by Rep. Wiighl Patman, D- 
I'ex., chairman of the llouse Banking 
and Currciicy Committee. 

Ifonse GOP 

Grand Rap^Peyilcd l\yo meebrics rif.^ 
ilopubliemi ’ com- 

iTiittGe to discuss the Watergate probe. 
But k’ord said Wednesday ihai the ses- 
sions wore coiled at the urging of conv 
nilttec Keijubiicans. 

“I never had any request from the 
White ifouso to get iogother witii Repub- 
Jiean members of the Banking and Cox- 
rency Cornmitice regarding Watergate/* 
Ford said. 

Brown Led in Bbekin/^ Probs 

1'tep. Garry E. Brown of Schonirraft, 
fUth-ranking Hepuhhean on the rom^ 
mittec, look the lead in biocking I hit- 
man’s probe. 

*T had no contact witlj Timmons to the 
best of rny rccoiicttion,” Bro;<;n said. 

A sumniaiy of Dean's preiiminary tes- 
(imoiiy to the staff of the Senate W^uor- 
gole investigating conujiittee, leaked (o 
the prt:^';.s Monday, included this para- 
graph: ■ ; 

'I ,,>» 


**Nixon said Timmons shonid get en 
the Patman hearings rmd !?pko V)rr it 
didn't gel out of iumd. V/bbe Honse yrid 
CJvP rOaumibee for the Ixc elccdon of 
tite thesidenij i)lrK:ked Pabnan h-^arinr-a 
by bringing pfessuro on peopi? to voU 
against subfreening \vilncsses/' 

Nixon’s instrnrlions we^e given hi a 
meeting nUciKicd by Dean mid former 
presidential asdslant li.' R. Haldeman, 
acc'a-(iing to Dearlfj preihfunnry tc-slimm 
Jiy. The dale was somcflime aft^r Sept, 
lii, 311/3, whcivsevcii men wxiv. indicKd 
for llie Watergate i}reakdm 

Brov/o Ea* hcr 

Brnwn had bcgim more thaii fveo weeks 
"^^fore Sept. 35 to derail the invesuga- 
'"tion. 13c argu^'d tint tlie Rouse licarings 
vvviuld pitijudice the right l?> a fair trial 
of If fO.' c involved in Walorgale- ;} post' 
tion rchovd reoenliy by S]Xvia3 Wa^e^ 
gale ProseenJor Archibald C^k, 

Brown has said that. Richard Cook, a 
mcmijcr of Timmons’ slaff, miiied “aitor 
the issue ;vas Irndf-vay down the rood iOi 
a>k how ibings were going. j 

’Tiis contncis with rrio wore always inf 
the form of an inquii-y, not' a request/ T 
Brown said in a roefut inierview. I 
Asked ngeiu about (dok's ooniads inf 
light of DoanT dieCfO^^nrcs, Brown seidl 
ii’s possdde Ih^l Cook was essiru-od iw" 
Timioons to wviteli t'obnan’s jaon-^; d; 
invoafigmion. hut at a point in lime Vh nd 
(lie issue was alroady setlird. I 

By Pr^ss VViffj lvrvi:M% ( 

Meanwhile Dean bos (oM i^emJe in\ e j 
tig-dors tiiai loie PHI Direrlco- J. Cu': n 
fJoover informed Pj-esid* id Ni:;r?i ii;:vb 

(Cfrn(Jii)|rtj ort BM'** r- m | 
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FD-SfiO (Hev. 7-16-63) 


'.1 


(i'ttnrul fuifitth rVx>.x IhimKlf) 

WASltH^ni^-.-Kop. Gnrry 
{^'own. 

(fenici Fn(i;5y ?n lrtK;r h ih^ 
S:nat^;* (.NnnfiMitee 

ihni look aoy p^^rl m the 
Wafei gate covorup, and his , 
at'co.’i^er provnptiy hocked off. 

71ie roi»ra’>'’‘Sfooop'.s loiter was 
read iohi (hr hearing reem'd hy 
Eon. Mowaid l:‘akf.f. KTonTi, 
whn r,?M\ a .ywonr ?;fo(einejit 
[j'drf.n |Vfpn!*ed by Djonoi would 
bo adnoittvcd lafer. 

}h {mxs led lor doTnanded tl \ni 
Im b? fdveTj au opj>ortunlty to 
persou-diy iei hfy.- ('onleruiing 
Uod neither h*o leilcr of denial 
ri<ir a sworn sd’Ocuo'ijf Vvould he ‘ 
^;nlfirien{ lo mmkr choigos 
mod'” nnoino! iiini In* MiW VV. 
Ik'ou Hb fornno' Vviiite fliiuse 

f-insr ^aid that 
Broon, os 0 inomlxT of (k;n-j 
grers, w?>u!d ho granted thatj 
eeoriesy, but later he Inrnod to j 
Pe- riHnnndeo ehah inan, Ecu. j 
te'oi Kvvm, te N.C , and r-ng'l 
d Iho Knuod ‘1>o {ahen j 
nnrk r adviivOjnonl*' . after (he : 
sworn slotenient is received, j 
in bis op‘n>in!.i ;;!aten sent Men- 1 
(Jay, i teaneinn god Uiat ihowiVs i 
fight in stopping a ' 
\teUvreale inv^ydigaiion hy the : 

banl'ing anti CntK'noy 
r^'i!)n»dh {' dniiny, la*;( v<‘er’o 
te- :'l*en e.nnp.uou w.’t:; nu lirs 
b o'i'd hy h;>: iVhilgiHeu^e. 

H" s:nd *'vn-vn enhried 
.di-'t 0]:de hddwHs 

S''uiid\d uni b.anldiOt Gennuil- 
U' ‘ i\< (Hi'-he ans atel (ontvj that 
i’^vnivn was willing (o lielp- 

_ ■ I I| n- 


(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 


1". 


V '7 


D'ciiicd 



Brawn again denic^l Ihat stab j 
meet, rt dho'Oting^ his /smb^udon I 
iO d no are a m his own ! 
nahndvo and n w'or was eon- ^ 
tabled hy fhe While llanse. 

A> n, Bailer l>:'teoi (o read 
die e'^agresf-ntan^; holier, Itean 
: ernnO ih ' lMe*v f 
h!tah ) rirtifld ray regaidii/g 
Wiah 1; n';e nfforh; hMaep(hal 
iywr:f!g;!heyrihanhe|V'r::<(ns(m 
dv eiher (^nd nf liin:s' dealings 
e riiart ule/ays aware of Ihe - 
P hife Hnnse uK'bves, I didn't ; 
mean inady thal Cnnfoesa- 
f'. '0 it; own tea w uhai was. 
on " 

'* » . . wt. 4K.. 


;\a ^ten lOWoi li: pan to lesfi 
the cewpwasMian s leller. Dean 
eife;iupte<l. “iten. Baher. 1 
think I should say regarding 
White House efforts to slop that 
i^ve^•^ii^a{i^^n l!^d the j>erramson 
( 1)0 edwv erid of liurse dealings 
weren’t always aware of the ! 
\Vi;ile Ihjuse nu'^dvere 1 didn't j 
mean lo ingdy that Congi'ess-i 
nian Pniwn ias^w vvhai. wasj 

*-'S'a*en/' ; 

leransd rending (?;e' 
h'(*‘'r. nt eiaeh ihown aea-n 
70' A i o^aa' vriih Doan's a<Tos.a- 
is'n (hot a h ajer im wrote the 
-hi: in e lyavntjmsii ardnally 
\v:i:; iir;dte<i livlvonnelh Parkni-: 
'orn, then a lawyer for life: 
(rarofhtt to Heeled liie Pre.si' 

<!ff)(. yi;- ■>•■»»> 


‘{’he hsi-i^i-yudheh 
in stopniug K; inking (jounnilte-e’ 
Ohaiiiwan Wiigitf Ikatnian. !>• 
Tea., fjvsn launohing a Vvkder- 
gate inve.'.l<.f;ali(ni. fn it, Brown; 
OiAod (he Jnstiee l>^’{);ni.ment| 
for a iegrd opinion as (o whether i 
pubhe isonings would ]eopar*j 
die right of seven men then ! 
under indietinrsat for the Water- 
gaW iau’gtary to a fair {rijil. i 

The Jnstiee Department dah 
bed almost four w<h>(;s ferfon.* 
finally replying tliat it dki 
beijeve sneh liciiiirir^gs would t?e 
prejudicial, citing in suptex t the 
jf;une proeedent suggested t>y 
Brown. 

Otrn tE BASIS of that letter, 
Ih'jwibhean members won six 
l>;ano(s"‘;?frrtrrffrrkr jXJsilion, and 
xaHsHi down ihitruaiis n-Qoiist 
for subpoena j>owcr /dl to Hi. 
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f1 ■'Siss^ i ^2 


Ir todsy's jnsiallment o? e 
series on tlie carter of Water- 
G. Goj'Goii 

jl.iucIVj "'Tvi'i^fTs Bserv ConiiiT;^- 
ham and Janies Nomian re- 
port thar it ■vvos ' a Michi^;au 
congressnarv Gerald Pore, 
Vnvi }Iou5C mincrity leaden 
wno w??r^ rv:>po;i5ible u?r first 
jjddy jo ^oveniironi. 
job in vve^hin^toa. Doiroir 
N e V/ s Washington Bureau 
CCuef J, J‘, Ter Hors*e cues- 
^>nod Jh)rd sbOut the incident. 
Tais is his report. 

By J; f\ 7 Eli HORST 

Cf>it# tf Cyr Wfishinstoft Barsjat* 

WASHINGTON - House 
RfrpiibiiCH!’. Li-adi?r Gerald R. 
Toi'd aofniis freely, if some* 
what repretfuJly, tnat he proli- 
8!)iy helped G. Gordon Liddy 
talie tna first step an the 
Indder of Watergate fame. 

It happened back in the 
cs-rj]5aipn year of IffSS when 
t h e ^ Michigan lawm ciksr 
iraveied to Dutchess Coi:n*i\% 
N.Y., in speak on nchaif of 
Bamiifon hiSii -Jr,. Rei>abhcan 

oHno:caic tor Coriarcs?: ::; t>ie 


gstc C'Ul. 

Liddy, ^vr 
ham and 
pert that 
Congress^ 


ncMi?;;; j 
joh Ux 
N e V/ a 
Chief J, 
tlonod J- 


primary after 
£\V3J:hbuckl‘L:p 
curor and : 
promoting tn^ 

Nixon-Agnevv ’ 

couBly. Ford i 
ore of the ma; 
raoy ai which ■ 


crs. inciudina 
op to me and 
hnovv of sem? 
ton that n*i 
Liddy. 

'T didn’t Lr 
bu! he seeme: 
they seemed : 
him, so I said 
could do. 

“WelL it t 
Dutchess Ccur 
were anxious 
move on. cu:. 
else. I remerni: 
me that ho v 
puZile to then 


a career es a 
assistant prose- 
nen wos busy 
"CiluvQs for 
dm'£ in the 
ecslls Liddy ¥i% 
‘vraomos at tlie 
f' ord spoke, 

> coogre.^sman 
h-pids tell the 

alK, the Dutch- 
rpublican lead- 
sainFislu came 

.■'ii’.eu if 1 diOn t 

ob in Wsshin?- 


j'^oughkeepsie arc: 
GOr crfii e ter.-4 f;v 

r : i \ ^ ,7 ' 

j05i ti 


ner? time/' 


iOw OLTf at Si], 
I energetic and 
inxious to help 
rd see what I 

urriCid out the 
ly Republicans 
to have Liddy 
so sfi*Me Place 
rer their telling 
^ as a poll tic ai 
because, for 
7 didn’t knoy: 
rs; run ss-am.st 


AFTER THE AD\^NT 


tne i^i'Kon ac.nun:s-:rrtricn in 
Lord obtained a resume 
iroiTi Luiciy a no u naodfol of 
t^dofsement leUers from 
-iourchess Count;' officials, in- 
cluding Fish arid Cooniv GOP 
Chairman George Reid^ ss ho 
recaib. Lidc", a lonucr FBI 
agem, ^aid lie wot:]d prefer a 
jco :n me ilusnco DeriarUt'teiit 
or m me enforcenveni division 
Cl tne L'jirasury Oeoartuient. 

Foru said ho Eont Liddv’s 
name and the backup nioterial. 
to ino Wmcc House talent- 
hunting office, which v/ss dicn 
busily trying to match h rer- 
pied supponer.^ niih 

jobs in the odinini.stration. 

*T also called Gen? Ross des 
/' Ford recoilscts, 
'joai may have clinched it for 
*-.'Oiiy uocauso ne come to 
Vvashmgton to become spo:iai 
assisiar.t to Eugon? T, ?los- 
sidcs, men head of iho Tre^as- 
'Urv Dcpai'rmenr s anti-crime 
er^mcoment dlviaioru m Arr^ 

cicn'i p-o / 5.0V more 
attoru.-nn ic hiin Oiber 
says r oi o. 'i-io was lusi onv of 

help gee jooE/^^' " 
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Stotoment o(:^. Robert Kleiner, Chair(^, Fifth Congressional 
District Democratic Committee, Press Conference, Monday, 

July 2, 1973, 9:00 A. M., Continental Room, Pantlind Hotel, 

G ra nd Rapids, Ml ch igan . 

The time has come for Congressman Ford to account to 
the voters of the Fifth District as to his part in covering up the 
Illegal burglary of the Watergate Democratic offices. 

Under oath, and with an offer to take a lie-detector 
test, John Dean has accused Gerry Ford of stalling a Congression 
Investigation of Watergate at the request of the White House 
during last fall's presidential election. 

t 

Mr. Ford says Mr.- Dean "is not correct" and says "to the 
best of my recollection, the White House never talked to me 
about this matter." Either John Dean or Mr. Ford Is not telling 
the truth. They can't both be right . 

GERRY FORD SHOULD, AND WE CHALLENGE HIM TO, 
VOLUNTARILY APPEAR BEFORE THE SENATE ERVIN COMMITTEE 
AND TESTIFY UNDER OATH AS TO THE FACTS SURROUNDING HIS 
ACTIVITIES IN STOPPING THE INVESTIGATION LAST FALL. 

Mr. Ford's accounting to the voters should not stop, there . ; 

** 

He should tell us why he has not expressed one word of concern 
obout the immoral and unconstitutional acts of Mr. Nixon and the 
White House gang. Just a few of them include; 

!• The establishment of a National Surverilance 

510 




^^gency to violdfe the conQutional rights 

1 ' ■ " - 

oiF the United States citizens. 

The White House "plumbers” unit that stole 


, ; documents from Dr. Ellsberg's physician and I 

other i I lega I a cts . | 

3. Circulating false documents about the morals 

of Democratic Presidential candidates. 

4. Compiling a list of political "enemies" and 

, the use of the internal Revenue Service and 
other Federal agencies to Ijarrass and intimi- 
date them • • ^ 

5. White House spending of $2,000,000 in cash 
forvariousillega I schemes. 

Having the acting director of the FBI destroy 
evidence • 

7# Ordering the CIA to delay an FBI i n vest i gat ion • 

The promise of executive clemency in an 

effort to buy perjury and obstruct justice. 

Mr. Ford has continued in his role as Congressi ono I erron< 
boy and apologist for the corrupt Nixon administration. The 
voters deserve better than that. . 

If Mr. Ford understands his oath of office to "uphold and 
defend the Constitution of the United States" we could expect 
him to condemn these acts and take the lead in seeing that they 
stopped. We hope he will give us the facts under oath end 
take somo^ leadership in protecting us from these police state to- ;! 
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